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AUTHOR of a Pamphlet, 
inn 


Cbriſtianity not founded on Argument, &c. 


SIX, 
HOUGH my former Letter conſidered 


= | what I thought. moſt eſſential in your late 
' Treatiſe, yet there are ſeveral other 
Things in it, which, however deſigned, have ſo 


plain a Tendency to expoſe Chriſtianity to Suſpicion, 
and even to Contempt, that on the Principles which 
led me to animadvert upon it before, I find my- 
{elf obliged to give you this ſecond Trouble. 

I proceed therefore, without any farther Cere- 
mony, to conſider the Pains you have taken, under 
the Second General Head of your Tract, to repreſent 
the Goſpel as pleading. guilty to the Charge of 10. 
being founded on Argument; or in other Words, no; 
being generally capable of ſuch rational Proof, as its 
Diſciples may be able to receive. 

You would ſeem indeed, if one ny judge by 
your Manner of introducing this Topick, to thin 
this is doing great Kindneſs to the New Teſtament, 
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4 A general View of the Subject. 


as it delivers it from the Avſurdity of ſaying, Judge, 
« whether you have Time, or not: — Judge, whe- 
«© ther you are Judges, or not: — Judge all for your- 


, * ſelves, and yet judge all alike.” (Pag. 35.) But I 


hope, Sir, before I have finiſhed my Letter, to 
ſhew, that all, whom we can ſuppoſe to be con- 


_ cerned in any Demand of judging, i. e. all Perſons 


of common Underſtanding, to whom the Goſpel is, 
or has been, faithfully and intelligently preached, 
can have no juſt Plea from the Want of Time, or Ca- 
pacity, and muſt, on the Suppoſition of an honeſt 
and diligent Enquiry, all judge alike, i. e. all agree 
in receiving it as a Divine Revelation. 


Io illuſtrate and confirm the View you have given 
of the Matter, you undertake to ſhew, — that Chriſt 
did not propoſe his Doctrines to Examination; (pag. 
36, — 38.) - that his Apoſtles had neither Leiſure, nor 
Qualifications, for ſuch a Method, i. e. for the Uſe 
of Reaſoning and Argument in the Propagation of 


the Goſpel; (pag. * and that the very 


Suppoſition of ſuch a Proceeding is evidently prepo- 


ſterous from the Nature of the Thing. (Pag. 41, — 
. 46.) In Oppoſition to all which, it is one of the 


eaſieſt Taſks one can imagine, to ſhew, — that 
Chriſt did propoſe the great Doctrines he taught zo 
Examination; — that the Apoſtles did the ſame, urg- 
ing (as their Bleſſed Maſter had done,) moſt co- 
gent Arguments in the Proof of them; — and that 
any other Method of Proceeding had been prepo- 


fterous, and muſt neceſſarily have expoſed the Goſpel 


to the Contempt of all reaſonable People. It feems 
hard indeed, to be put upon proving Things ſo 
conſpicuous as theſe ; and it cannot but be ſome 
Trial of Temper to one who honours and loves the 
Goſpel, to ſee it, and its glorious Founders, placed 
in fo ridiculous a View, as that in which your Aſſer- 
tions and Arguments repreſent them; that is, de- 

1 ſeribed 


Previous Remark on ſtating the Queſtion. 5 
ſcribed as wild Enthuſiaſts, running all over the 
World, at the Expence of their own Lives, to 
urge Men on Pain of Damnation to receive a Reli- 
gion, for which they did not pretend to give them 
any Reaſon, But out of Reſpect both to you, and 
the Cauſe in which I am engaged, I will keep 
myſelf as calm as I can, And if ome following 
Pages ſeem to my Reader anneceſſary, I muſt beg 
him to difiingwſh between what was needful to in- 
form him, and what was requiſite to confute you. 


But before I praceed to hint at the Evident Proof 
of the Three Propoſitions, which in Oppoſition to 
yours I have laid down above, I beg Leave to 


premiſe, that all you ſay on this Subject ſeems to me 


founded on an Artful and Sophiſtical Shifting the 


Queſtion. The grand Matter in Debate is, whether 
Chriſtianity is founded on rational Argument; or whe- 
ther the only Cauſe, which a Profeſſor of the Goſpel can 
generally have to give for his Belief of it, muſt 
be, that Gop has immediately revealed it to him 
by bis Spirit, and teſtified the Truth of it to him 
in a Manner, which as, on the one Hand, he 
cannot ſuſpect, ſo on the other, he cannot com- 
municate or explain? Inſtead of diſcuſſing #b:s 
Queſtion, you put off the Reader with another very 
different, (pag. 36.) Whether Chriſt and his Apoſtles 
ſubmitted their Doctrine to Examination? which is a 
very ambiguous Manner of ſpeaking: And when 
you aſſert that they did not, I muſt beg Leave to 
aſk, what you mean by their Doctrine? Do you 
mean this general Doctrine, that they were Teachers 
ſent from GOD? Or do you mean thoſe particular 
Detirines, which in Conſequence of that general 
Aſſertion they proceeded to teach? If you mean the 
former, it is indeed to your Purpoſe ; but, as I 
ſhall preſently ſhew, is a Propoſition entirely and 
notoriouſly falſe, But if you mean the latter, E 
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6 Chri/t brought rational Proofs of his Miſſion, 
the Courſe of your Arguments ſeems to imply, 
then it is quite foreign to your Purpoſe: For Chriſti- 
anity may be founded on rational Argument, tho* the- 
firſt Teachers of it, when they had proved their Mi. 

ion, ſhould have put the Credit of particular Doc- 
trines on their own authorized Teſtimony alone, with- 
out diſcuſſing ne ſeveral Branches of their Syſtem, 
in ſuch a Manner as it would have been neceflary 
they ſhould have done, had they propoſed it only 
as a Theory, deſtitute uf External Proofs. 


Now that our Lord Feſus Chriſt did not expect, 
that it ſhould be believed merely on his own Teſti- 
mony, that he was a Teacher ſent from GOD, and 
one whoſe Doctrine was conſequently true and divine, 

but ſet himſelf to prove it, is fo evident from the 
Hiſtory of the Evangeliſts, that I believe few Readers 
need ſo much as to be reminded of particular Paſſages 
on this Head, No Words can be more expreſs 
than thoſe, in which he has diſclaimed this. JF 
(gays he,) I bear Teſtimony of my Jelf alone, my Teſti- 
mony is not true or valid; but ” Father who hath ſent 
me, be beareth Teſtimony to me, * And you well know, 
that he illuſtrated and argued this Teſtimony of the 
Father, partly from the Prediions of thoſe Sacred 
Writings which they acknowledged to be the Word 
of GOD, in which Fejus declared he was deſcribed 
and foretold ; and partly from the Atteſtation of 
John, whom they generally acknowledged to be 
a divinely inſpired Prophet ; but principally, from 
a yet more ſenſible Argument than either, the 
Works which the Father had given bim to perform, 
and which ( faid he,) bear Witneſs of me.> And all 
theſe he repreſents as illuſtrated by the excellent 
Deſign and Tendency of his Preaching, to which he 
plainly refers, when he ſays, The Word which I have 
ſpoken, ſhall judge the Unbeliever another Day. © 15 1 
e 


* Jokn v. 31, 37: John v. 36. © John xii. 48. 


by plain and weighty Arguments. 7 
Theſe were various and cogent Arguments ; ſome 
of them ſo very plain, that one ſingle Day, or 
Hour, might make a Man Maſter of them: I 
mean, zhat ariſing from his miraculous Powers, and 
the Tendency of his Doctrine to promote real Good- 
neſs. The Argument from John's Teſtimony was, 
even by the Confeſſion of his Enemies, known to 
all the Nation; and as for that from Prophecy, he 
ſubmitted it to their candid and deliberate” Exami- 
nation, urging them to ſear. the Scriptures, and 
aſſuring them that if they did ſo, they would there 
find a convincing Teſtimony concerning him, * which 
was to ſhine with growing Evidence. And on the 
whole, he expoſtulates with them, in Language 
utterly irreconcileable with your Scheme; And why 
even of yourſelves, from plain Appearances, and with- 
out farther Explications and Remonſtrances from 
me, judge you not that which is right? pleading that 
the Signs of the Times, marking them out to be 
thoſe of the Maſiab, were as diſcernable as any of 
thoſe Prognoſtications of the Weather, which all the 
World had obſerved, and formed into common 
Proverbs. * So that, in Conſequence of all, their 
continued Unbelief, in the NMidſt of fo many united 
Teſtimonies and palpable Proofs, was not only a 
irrational and criminal, but a moſt inexcuſable Thing, 
FVI bad not (ſays he,) come and ſpoken unto them, and 
done among them the Works which no other Man did, 
tho? their Diſobedience to the Law of Gop had 
been juſtly puniſhable, yet, in Compariſon of their 
preſent Caſe, they had not bad Sin; but now, they 
have no Cloak for their Sin. Could they have plead- 
ed, as you, Sir, it ſeems would have taught them 
to do, We never had any Reaſon offered to bring 
* us to believe; I ſuppoſe, it would have been 
no deſpicable Cloak for their Infidelity. I cannot for- 
| bear 


John v. 39. Luke xii, 56, 57. and Matt, xvi. 2, 3- 
John xv. 22, 24. 1 
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| 8 The Apoſtles alſo did the ſame, * 

g bear ſaying, that it is a grievous Outrage upon the 
\| Charafer of our bleſſed Redeemer, to > him 
1 capable of talking in ſo wild, ſo falſe, and ſo in- 
| cConſiſtent a Manner, as this wretched Hypotheſis 
1 would imply. I ſhould have too great a Reſpect 
for the Memory of Socrates, to advance, or admit, 
any Thing ſo injurious to it. 


That the Apoſtles alſo reaſoned in the Defence of 
their Miſion, is juſt as certain, as that they preached 
and wrote; and indeed the Fifth Book of the New 
Teſtament is almoſt as much the Hiſtory of their Rea- 
ſonings, as of their As, The Second Chapter con- 
tains an Account of their Reaſoning at Feruſaiem, 
from the Fa# of the miraculous Deſcent of the Holy 
Ghoſt upon them, in Compariſon with the Predictions 
of the 005 Teſtament, both with Reſpect to that, 
and to the Reſurrection of Feſus; from whence they 
ſtrongly infer, that all the Houſe of Iſrael might 

" know aſſuredly, that GOD had made that ſame Feſus 
whom they had crucified, both Lord and Chriſt. s The 

' Third, Fourth, and Fifth Chapters relate their Rea- 
ſonings before the People and the Sanbedrim, from 
the Cure of the Lame Man in the Temple, as wrought 

in the Name of Jeſus of Nazareth, whom they bad cru- 
 eified.® And it would be tedious, rather than ne- 
' ceſlary, to continue the Enumeration of particular 
Paſſages, in which we read of Paul's Reaſoning in 
Confirmation of theſe great Points; as we are told 
he did at Damaſcus, at Feruſalem, * at ' Antioch in 
Piſidia, and particularly at Theſſalonica,, where when 
his Reaſoning with the Fews out of the Scriptures for 
three — 2 Sabbaths is ſpoken of, it is ſaid to have 
been as bis Manner was. m You cannot but know, 
that as he continued this Practice at Beræa, the 
Inhabitants of that Place are greatly W 
or 


5 Aes ii 36, » a 12,16. iv. 10, i ix, 22, * ix. 28, 
29. Xii. 1 2 XVUL 2, 3. n 


ns appears from their Manner of Preaching. g 
for examining the Force of his Arguments, and 
ſearching the Scriptures daily, whether thoſe Things were 
Jo.” His Reaſoning with the Philoſophers at Athens, o 
from Natural Principles, to demonſtrate the Aſar- 
dity of Image Worſhip, is ſo concluſive and fo noble, 
that I cannot ſuppoſe it to have eſcaped your No- 
tice or Memory. I am ſorry to be under a Ne- 
ceſſity of reminding you, that at Corinth, where he 
continued for a Year and a half, he reaſoned in the H- 
nagogue every Sabbath,? at leaſt for a conſiderable 
Part of that Time; that at Epheſus, he preached in 
the Synagogue, for the Space of three Months, diſputing and 
Per ſwading the Things concerning the Kingdom, of GOD 3 
and after this, having ſeparated the Diſciples, he diſputed 
daily in the School of one Hrannus, continuing this 
Practice for the Space of two Years ;" that he made 
his Defence with great Preſence of Mind, before 
the Fews at Feruſalem ;* that he reafoned with Felix 
of Righteouſneſs, Temperance, and Fudgment to come, 
in ſuch a Manner that he made him tremble, and 
pleaded with ſuch Strength of Argument before 
Agrippa, that he almoſt perſwaded him to be a Chri- 
ian. And the Hiſtory cloſes with an Account of 
his appointing a Day to the Jeus at Rome, in which 
they attended him at his Lodging, and he expounded 
and teſtified the Kingdom of GOD, perſwading them con- 
cerning Feſus, both out of the Law, and out of the 
Prophets, from Morning till Evening.” What the 
Force and Validity of theſe Reaſonings was, is not 
at all the Queſtion between us: Ir is ſufficient, that 
the Paſſages referred to demonſtrate, that Reaſon- 
ings were uſed, and Oljections heard, directly con- 
trary to what you, Sir, have been pleaſed to aſſert, 
| (pag. 39.) with as much Confidence,. as if you had 


never-read theſe Paſſages, or never expected that 
6 0p B what 


n Acts xvii. 11. » xvii. 22,31. P xviil. 4, 11. 4 Xix. 
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10 They wanted not Time or Qualifications, 


what you have written ſhould be compared. with 
the Records to which you appeal. 

It is equally eaſy to ſhew, that the Apoſtles rea- 
ſon in their Epiſtles ; and with what Force, many 
valuable Commentators have ſhewn at large. But as 
it would be out of my Way to conſider thoſe Rea- 
ſonings now, I content myſelf with mentioning one 
Paſſage, as a Specimen of many more: I ſpeak as 
unto Wiſe Men, judge ye what I ſay*. A Text, in 
which there ſeems to be a Spring, that will not ea- 
ſily bend to your Interpretation, But the whole 
New Teſtament is ſo full of Reaſonings, that it is 
quite ſuperfluous to enumerate Particulars, 


Now when theſe Things are thus evident in Fact, 
it ſignifies little to ſay, that the Apoſtles had not 
Time, or Qaalifications, to maintain an Argument; 
and that in the Nature of Things it would have been 
prepoſterous for them to have attempted it. If what 
you ſay on tbeſe Topicks (pag. 38, — 45.) were conclu- 
five, when compared with what I have produced 
above, the Concluſion would be ſomething very 
different from what you profeſſedly labour to eſta- 
bliſh : — It would ſhew, that the Apoſtles alted in an 
irrational and prepoſterous Manner. But I am in no 
Pain for their Reputation on this Head, in Conſe- 

17 of any Thing which you have aſſerted; 

for all your Reaſonings are built on a Forgetfulneſs, 
or Miſrepreſentation, of thoſe Topicks of Argument, 
on which the Apeſtles laid the great Streſs of their 
Cauſe, . 

It is very true, that many curious and ſubtil 
Queſtions in Pneumatology, Metaphyficks, and Ethicks, 
might have been connected with ſome Articles 
which the Apoſtles taught; and a whole Life might 
have been ſpent in canvaſſing all that a diſputatious 

Caviller might have objected. It was indeed be- 
WED. neath 
* 1 Cor, x. 15. 


* conſidering what their Arguments were. 11 
neath the Dignity of an Apoſtle*s Character, and in- 
conſiſtent with his important Work, to unravel all 
theſe Cobwebs, Thread by Thread. Yet Gop was 
pleaſed to furniſh them with the proper and rational 
Means of fweeping them away, as it were, at once. 
Inſpiration could, no doubt, have furniſhed them for 
a minute Diſcuſſion of every artful Sophiſm, and 
have taught them to range Metaphyſical Arguments with 
an Accuracy far exceeding that of Ariſtotle : But 
the Generality of Mankind was not capable of en- 
tering into ſuch Curigfities ; and therefore it was an 
Inſtance of great Wiſdom and Goodneſs in the 
great Author of our Religion, to furniſh them 
with a much nobler Kind of Arguments, equally con- 
vincing to all candid and upright Minds, which 
might ſoon be ſet in a very ſtrong and eaſy Light. 
And accordingly they inſiſted upon hee. — They 
aſſerted, that GOD, having ſent Chriſt into the 
the World to be a Divine Teacher, raiſed him from 
the Dead, after he had been cruelly ſlain by wicked 
and incorrigible Men; that, quickly after this, he re- 
ceived him into Heaven, from whence he had ſent 
down upon them an extraordinary Divine Influence, 
to inſtruct them in the Truth, and to enable them 
to preach it to the World in a very convincing 
Manner : In Conſequence of which, Men were no 
longer under a Neceſſity of inveſtigating Divine 
Truths by. the ſlow Progreſs of Philoſophical Argu- 
mentation; but were to come, with humble Simpli- 
city of Soul, to hear and receive what GOD by 
them taught concerning himſelf, and his Son, and the 
Way of obtaining final and eternal Happineſs. — They 
never expected, that ſo important and comprehen- 
five an Aſſertion ſhould be taken on the Credit of 
their own Word ; But to ſhew, that GOD was in- 
deed with them, and that he himſelf taught Man- 
kind by them, they wrought ſuch Miracles as ſenſi- 

bly demonſtrated his extraordinary Preſence and 
1 B 2 | Agency, 
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12 Their Teſtimony was ſufficiently confirmed, 

Agency. — And that this might appear a Scheme, 
long fince formed in the Divine Mind, and inti- 
mated to Men long before it opened upon them, 
they produced Paſſages in the Antient and Sacred 
Books of the Fews, in which their Prophets had 


plainly deſcribed this Jeſus as the Meſſiah, and 
marked out yarious Particulars, which had an evi- 


dent Accompliſhment in him; waving many other Pre- 
dict ions, which could not ſo eaſily be — and 
illuſtrated at that Time, tho? future Ages and Occur. 
rences have made them very conſiderable to us. — 
The Apoſtles alſo urged, or frequently referred to, the 
excellent Tendency of their Doctrine to promote real 
Virtue and Goodneſs in the World, and the hap- 
py Influence it had on thoſe who ſincerely enter- 
tained it, which made the Acceptance or Rejection of 
it a Teſt of Characters; as they often intimate, and 
ſometimes expreſsly aſſert, that it was. And from 
all theſe Things, which were plain and evident, 
they moſt rationally inferred the Ohligation, which 
their Hearers were under, to ſubmit themſelves to thoſe 
Doctrines, Laws, and Inflitutions of Chriſt, which 
they as his authorized Meffengers brought them, 
and to aabere to his Cauſe whatever it might coſt 
them. And all this they confirmed by communi- 


cating to great Numbers of their new Converts dif- 


ferent. Gifts and Operations of the Holy' Ghoſt, that 
produced ſenſible Effects; which might alſo tend to 
convince others, that the Doctrine they had received 
was Supernatural and Divine. 


Theſe 


Compare Rom i. 16,—18. vi. 17.—22. viii, 2, 4, xii. 
bf 1 Cor. vi. 9.—11. 2 Cor. ut. 1, 2. iv. 2, 3. Gal. v. 1 8,— 
4. Eph. ii. 1.—3, 8 iv. 17.—24. v. 6.—14. Phil. ii. 
15 * Col. i. 4.—6, 9,—13, 21, 22. iii. 4,—10. 1 Theff. 
ii. 1,—10. V.5,-8. 2 Theſſ. i. 3,.— 10. 1 Tim. i. 5, Tit. 
ü. 9,—14- 1 Pet. i. 14,22. iv. 2,—6. 2 Pet. i. 3, 4. 1 John 
i. $,—7. Ih 4, 5, 29. iii. 6,—10. iy, 5 6, 12. v. 1.5, 19 
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and competent Time allowed to examine it. 17 


Theſe Particulars conſtituted, what one may call 
the Apoſtolick Demonſtration ; and they allowed their 
Hearers a competent Time to examine it. It is true in- 
deed, the Time and Labour of theſe holy Men were of 
too great Importance, to permit them to make a 
long Stay in Places, where the Inhabitants would 
not ſo much as receive them, nor give them an 
Hearing: Nor would the mid and peaceful Genius 
of their Religion allow them to endeavour, even by 
Miracle, to force their Continuance in any Place, 
from which the Magiſtrates and People joined to ex- 


pe] them. In Caſes of this Nature alone, they 


were directed to quit them, with that ſtriking 


Circumſtance, which you ſo much miſrepreſent, of 


ſhaking off the Duft of their Feet, in Token of their 
looking on ſuch Deſpiſers as devoted to certain De- 
ſtruction. But yet in other Places, where any of 
their Hearers deſired their Stay, and the Rulers per- 
mitted it, they abode a while with them; and if we 
may judge of the Conduct of others by that of 
the Apoſtle Paul, who ſeems one of the moſt active 
and itinerant of them all, hat Stay ſometimes ex- 
tended to Months, and ſometimes to Years. Du- 
ring this Time they were, fo far as we can learn b 
the New Teſtament, willing to diſpute publickly with all 
Oppoſers, and to anſwer any Objections which could 
be urged againſt the Truth of their Doctrine, 
and the Authority of their Miſſion, whether by 
Feu or Gentiles, And if, which we have no Rea- 
ſon to imagine a common Caſe, they ſometimes cut 
port the Debate, by inflicting on perverſe Opponents 
miraculous Fudgments, thoſe Puniſhments carried a 
rational Conviftion of the Authority of the Apoſtles : 
But I recollect no Inſtance of a Miracle of this Kind 
on ſuch an Occaſion, but that of Ehmas the Fewifb 
Sorcerer, * who probably oppoſed the Goſpel, either 
by hing * or by Mijrepreſemations of th - 2 
Ha- 
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judge: On either of which Suppoſitions, there 


14 Theſe Things account for their Succeſs. 
Teſtament, of which a Roman Governor could not eaſily 


would be a remarkable Propriety in this extraordi- 
nary Step; in which Inſtance, by the Way, great 
Gentleneſs was intermixed with the apparent Seve- 


rity, as it was only for 4 Seaſon he was deprived of 
bis Sight. 


If in Caſes, and with Proofs like theſe, Thouſands 
were converted at à /ingle Lecture, as you expreſs it, 
it is certainly to be aſcribed to the Validity of their 
Arguments, in Concurrence with the Operation of 
GO Dy Spirit, to ſubdue their Prejudices, and make 
them willing cordially to embrace, and couragiouſly 
to confeſs the Truth ; of which, many who did not 
profeſs it, were no doubt in their Conſciences in- 
wardly convinced. Yet I cannot think after all, 
that its Succeſs on the Day of Pentecoſt, where lo 
many peculiar Circumſtances occurred, is to be 
looked upon as a Specimen of the Rapidity with 
which it commonly prevailed. 


This, Sir, appears to me a ju Repreſentation of 
the Caſe : That which you have been pleaſed to make, 


in the Pages laſt referred to, is very different; and 


I apprehend, it will be eaſy to ſhew, there are /wo 


material Errors which attend it. It ſuppoſes the 


Caſe to be determined much more difficult than it really 
was, and the Aſent univerſally required much more 
immediate. And as theſe two palpable Fallacies run 
thro? ſeveral other Paſſages of your Book, I muſt 


take the Liberty to examine them a little more 


particularly. 


You repreſent the Queſtion concerning the Truth 
of Chriſtianity, as taught by the Apaſtles, to have 
been much more difficult than it really was. Eter- 
% nal Relations, moral Differences of Things, and a 
<< preciſe Delineation of ibe Religion of Nature and 

. 


The Caſe not ſo difficult, as to the Fews. 15 
cc js Obligations, were all“ not only material, but, 
(as you fay in pag. 42.) * indiſpenſable Articles to 
« be treated of in the Way, and inculcated as 
t the Foundation of ſuch a Superſtructure.“ Now 
here I would firſt obſerve, that fo far as the Jews 
were concerned in this Matter, a great Part of 
theſe preliminary Controverſies was quite ſuperſeded. 
They already believed, that there was One GOD, 
the ſupreme Lord of all, whoſe Law required uni- 
verſal Virtue, and had denounced an awful Curſe 
againſt every Inſtance of wilful and preſumptuous 
Diſobedience : They likewiſe believed, that in vari- 


ous preceding Ages this GOD had raiſed up Pro- 
phets, with miraculous Powers, firſt to introduce, 


and afterwards to confirm, the Religion which they 
profeſſed : And they were alſo fully perſwaded, 
that the Mgfiah was to appear, about that Time, 
to eſtabliſh the Cauſe of GOD and of Righteouſneſs 
in the World. To ſuch the Apoſiies preſented 
themſelves, as Meſſengers from the GOD of their 
Fathers ; turned them to Paſſages of their own 
Sacred Books, in which the Sufferings as well as the 
Triumphs of the Maſiab were evidently foretold; and 
ſhewed them, by the Account they gave of Chriſt, 
confirmed by the Miracles which they wrought in his 
Name, that they muſt. ſubmit to his Authority, on the 
very ſame Principles on which that of Moſes was ac- 
knowledged by them; and that they muſt hearker 
10 him, or, according to the Teftimony of Moſes 
himſelf, muſt expect 10 be cut off from among the 
People * 

. Where LAolatrous Gentiles were to be addreſſed to, 
there was indeed à greater Difficulty ; yet it was by 
no Means equal to what you, Sir, would repreſent. 
Bad as they were, they had not loſt all Diſtinction 
between Virtue and Vice, nor all Notion of a Supreme 
Governor of the World. The Popular Religion re- 

| | | ceived 
* At üi. 22, 23. 


16 The Gehtilts had enmupgh to convinice then 
ceived among them was ſo flagrantly ab/urd, as to 
admit of being eaſily expoſed. And when they 
heard that zhoſe Vices, which contrary to the Light 
of therr own Conſciences they indulged themſelves 
in, expoſed them to the Divine Diſpleaſure 4 and ſaw 
ſuch ſenſible Proofs of his Preſence and Power, as 
the Miracles of the Apoſtles afforded, Proofs ſo un- 
paralleled and ſo ſtriking ; that Principle of Conſcience 
which Gop had implanted in their Natures, and to 
which their own Writers bear an abundant Teſt 
mony, would probably be alarmed ; and there could 
be no need of a long Deduction of Philoſophical Ar- 
ents to convince thoſe of them, who had not 
imbibed Ph:loſophical Af comment or were not incor- 
rigibly hardened in their Immoralities, that ſuch Kind 
of Teachers deſerved to be attentively heard. They 
would evidently ſee, that GOD was with them, a 
Gop far ſuperior to, and quite different from, 
thoſe indolent inactive Deities which they had been 
taught to adore. And it needs no great Labour 
to convince a Man's Underſtanding, that when 
the Lord of Nature ſpeaks, he ſhould bear and obey.* 
In Conſequence of this, as ſoon as the Gentiles 
heard 


Dr. Stebbing in his late Sermon before the Society for the 
. Propagation of 1. Goſpel, has eſpecially conſidered the Mira- 
cles of the Apoſtles ** as an Application to the Fears of Men, as 
under the ſpecial Notice of Gon, and liable to his Correc- 
« tion.“ And it is certain, they did 2 that Men are ſo; 
yet I cannot think it the Primary Intention of theſe Mira- 
cles to impreſs Terror, for this plain Reaſon, that they were ge- 
nerally of the beneficent Kind. It ſeems therefore, they were 
immediate Proofs of the Preſence and Agency of an almighty 
and moſt gracious GOD, who pity ing the ſad State of his de- 
generate Offspring, the Children of Men, had ſent them a Sowe- 
reign Medicine for their Souls, proved chiefly, and with great Pro- 
priety, by miraculous Cures wrought upon their Bodies. Yet as 
theſe M-/ages of Mercy were att with awful Threatnings 
of ſevere Puniſ/pments, in Caſe of continued Impenitence and 
Diſobedience, the Diſplay of his Power in theſe Works of 
abuſed Mercy would in a very ſolemn and affecting Manner 
inforce thoſe Threatnings. 


* 


— 


We Aſent required, not ſo immediate. 17 
heard one Diſcourſe of the Apoſtles,; as ſoon as they 


faw a fahle Miracle, or heard the probable Report 
of it, they had Reaſon to pauſe, and to ſet them- 
ſelves ſeriouſly to enquire into this new Dottrine : 
And if they did fo, then ſuppo/im?, as we muſt here 
ſuppoſe, that Fas were as the New Teſtament repre- 
ſents, it is impoſſible . but they muſt have ſtronger 
Reaſons to receive tht Goſpel, than they could have 
to rejef? it. Ignorant as they were of the true Prin- 
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honeſt, benevolent, and temperate ; Virtues, which have # 

Ti HILLS ie n 5 | - a 8 0 4* 
always been eſteemed among Heathens, how little ſo- eh 

| : N J „ 4 * 15 
ever they have been praliiſed. And having em- 5 
braced it, they would come to have juſter and. i 
more extenſive Notions of the Beauty and Glory of, 1 


was not /o difficult a T. 
thoſe to. whom the paſtes addreſſed, to enter into 


ane Declaration of the Terms of the Covenant was 
| C 18 «« often 


18 The Caſe was different, as fo the Scornful, 


« often thought ſufficient; the leaſt Standing-off 
% pave up the Unbehever to Reprobation ;— Fd 
„ muſt comply without the leaſt eftation ;*” and 
the like, ( Pag. 38, 39.) Now I own, that if fre- 
uent poſitive Aſertions could paſs for Proofs, the 
Point would be clearly demonſtrated on your Side 


of the 5 But I think, the whole Hiſtory 
of the As, and many Things in the Epiſtles too, 
lead us to conſider the Matter in a very different 
Light. | Ny 
The Man indeed, who, on viewing ſuch Creden- 
tial as I have mentioned, and hearing ſo much of 
the Goſpel as in one Hour he might learn, ſhould on 
the Force of preconceived Prejudices, whether Spe- 
culative or Practical, refuſe to give it any farther 
Confideration, and, as ſome of the Wits of Athens 
did, anſwer merely with Scorn and Ridicule, might 
| juſtly be left to per in his Deluſions. And if 
this were the Cale univerſally in any City or Town 
into which the Apoſiles came, (which one would 
hope it ſeldom was,) the Apeſtles muſt of Courſe 
leave them, and not force tbemſelves on thoſe who 
rejected their Pretenſions with Diſdain. But if others 
received them, they generally (as I obſerved before,) 
made ſome Stay at a Place; and as they continued 
to teach and diſpute publickly, thoſe who at faſt de- 
rided, might if they pleaſed hear them again and 
again: And I can fee no Argument to prove, 
that any Degree of Contempt or Oppoſition, with 
which any of them had at firſt rejected the Goſpel, 
would ſeal them up under Reprobation, if they after- 
wards came to a better Temper. 3 
Ik theſe very Men, as well as any others, expreſſed 
a Defire of being farther inſtrufted; if they urged 
their remaining Doubts, not as with a proud Difpo- 
ſition to cavil and inſult, but as Perſons that deſired 
farther rational Satisfaction, that they might act as 
in the Sight of Gop, and as anſwerable to him in 
eee 


the Modeſt, and the Indolent. 19 
a Point of ſo great Importance; and if they at- 
tended theſe Enquiries with Prayers for farther 
Divine Illumination, which both the Principles of 
the Fewiſh Revelation, and of Natural Religion, 
might eaſily have taught them; LZight would gra- 
dually break in upon their Minds, and they would 
know, if they followed on to know the Lord. I chal- 
lenge you, Sir, to produce any one Line in the 


New Teſtament, that intimates the Apoſiles would 


diſcourage ſuch Perſons as theſe ; on the contrary, 
that Humanity and Gentleneſs, that Meekneſs and 
Humility, which every where appear in their Con- 
duct and Writings, and for which they ſo juſtly 
celebrate their great Maſter, would no doubt teach 
them to treat ſuch Enguirers tenderly and kindly, and 
_ to cheriſh them as hopeful Perſons, who were not far 
From the Kingdom of GOD. A Hhittle Time would 
probably lead a candid upright Mind thro' its Diffi- 
culties, amidſt fo many ſhining Evidences, which 
muſt impreſs and convince, in Proportion to the 
Attention with which they were viewed. And if 
the publick Concerns of the Churches did require 


the Apoſtles, as they poſſibly might, to quit ſuch 


modeſt and humble Enqurrers as theſe, before they ar- 


_ rived at full Satisfaction; they would, in every Place 
where they had planted a Chriſtian Church, leave 
Perſons behind them, furniſhed with miraculous 


Gifts, who might build on the Foundation they had 


laid, and compleat the Work which they had be- 
gun, in ſuch honeſt and teachable Souls, 
There might indeed be a third Sort of Perſons, 
whoſe State was a Medium between that of zbeſe, 
and of the Scorners we mentioned before: I mean, 
ſuch as were indolent about the Matter; neither 
poſitively perſwaded that Ghriftzanity was falſe, nor 


uite convinced that it was true, nor ſolicitous to 


bring their Doubts to an Iſſue; but concluding, 
that whether it were wr or falſe, they might find 
1 8 | 1 out 
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20 \Confurration of the Proof. from Miracles. 


out a Path to Happineſs without it, This was pro- 
bably the. Caſe of many then, as it undoubtedly is 
the Caſe of many in ow Days. Now ſuch as theſe 
were not to be looked upon as fair Enquirers, but 
as Triflers in the moſt ſerious of all Affairs; and as 
acting the moſt abſurd and inconſiſtent Part:. For 
as Chriſtianity pretended to be a Matter of the utmoſt 
Importance, in neglecting it they acted as if it were 
aſſuredly falſe, while yet they confeſſed that they 
knew not but it might be rue. A Conduct, which 
was rendered | eſpecially incxcuſable by that grand 
aratus, with which Providence „ to in- 
| troduce it, which if it proved any Thing at all 
concerning it, muſt prove it to be of infinite Mo. 
ment. Perſons of the Sceptical Turn, which you 
know, Sir, to have been very common among the 
Antients, might rhaps ſometimes amuſe themſelves 
with propoſing their Doubts to Chriſtian Teachers, 
as they came in their Way; but it is not to be 
wondered, if they lived and died in this wavert 
State, which was indeed a State of Folly and of 
Vice, and no doubt ended accordingly. . But I 
cannot find a Line in the New 72 Namen, which 
ſhould lead one to ſuſpect, that they would ever 
have it to plead before the Tribunal of Gop, that 
my were condemned, for rejecting the Goſpel, before 


oy had Time to look i into its Proofs, tho? honeſtly 
Sg diſpoled to have done it. 


* 


I have in the whole Courſe of this Argument 
mentioned Miracles, as awakening and convincing 
Proofs of a Divine Miſion, without any particular 
| 7 io what you have ĩnſinuated to the contrary, 

(Lag. 46,---50.) But now, Sir, I ſhall gi Fe it ſuch 
a Notice 45 T think it requires; which will be the 
leſs, as you icem to lay but very little Streſs on it 
your{clf, and write, ſo far as I can judge by what 
a in a Oonſciouſneſs of the Weakneſs of 


your 


| 


They were intended and alledged as Proofs. 21 


your: own . Objeftions. You ſay, they were not 
<« meant as Arguments, but were natural Effects of 
« Gaſpel. Benevolence; — and plead their being uſed 
% Inpaſt ars; — that Care was often taken to keep 
„ them private; and that the Seeking them was diſ- 
4 couraged.” All which you would ſeem to think incon- 
ſiſtent with their being Proofs, eſpecially important Proofs 
of the Truth.of the Revelation. The New Teſtament, 
that grand 1 66 of Weapons for the Defence 
of Chriſtianity, furniſhes me with ſuch eaſy Anſwers 
to all theſe Suggeſtions, that my only Fear is, leſt 
the Reader ſhould be wearied with the Illuſtration 
of Things in themſelves ſo plain, as what I have 
to advance in direct Contradiction to all theſe In- 
ſinuations of yours. 


That the Miracles which Chriſt and his Apoſtles 
performed, were really intended by him and them, 
as Proofs of a Divine Miſſion, is ſo plain from the 
Appeals made to them, and the Streß laid upon 
them, that it would be quite ſuperfluous to dilate 
upon it here, eſpecially after what Bp. Fleetwood, 
Dr. Chapman, and Mr. Chandler have fo judiciouſly 
urged on this Head. Nor need any Reader who 
has not had the Pleaſure of an Acquaintance 
with thoſe learned and accurate Writers, go any 
| farther than the Tex/s I have thrown into the Mar- 
gin to prove it beyond Debate. > So that the Ten- 
dency of your remaining Objection muſt be only to 

ſhew the Argument, which Chriſt and his Apoſtles moſt 
largely inſiſted upon, to be inconcluſtve, and the 
Streſs laid on it unreaſanable. How far the Proſecution 
of this Deſign is canſiſtent with the warm Zeal you 
profeſs for the Goppel, it is not worth while particu- 


larly 


John v. 36. X. 24, 25, 37, 38. Xiv. 11. XV. 24. 


Mark ii. 10. Xvi. 20. Mat. XI. 4 5 20, — 24 Acts ii. 22 
X. 38. xiy. 3+ Heb, ii. 4+ | 
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22 Not natural Eftefts of Goſpel-Benevolence. 
larly to urge. I cannot ſee what its greateſt Ene- 
my could ſay, more directly 'tending to ſubvert it. 


You aſſert, in a Manner which I confeſs ſur- 
es me, that Miracles were but the Natural 
«« Effett of their Dofrine, inſtead of any Supernatu- 
ral Proof of its Veracity.“ (Pag. 47.) I acknow- 


ledge myſelf quite at a Loſs, to find out the Senſe 
of this extraordinary Paſſage. By a Miracle we ge- 


nerally mean a Supernatural Event : Now I cannot 
conceive, how this ſhould be in any Caſe, the natu- 
ral Effet} of any Doctrine, be it ever fo Divine, or 
ever ſo important, But if there were a Doctrine, 
whoſe natural Effect it was, to endow its Profeſſors 
or Teachers with a Power of performing ſuch Ope- 


rations as Chriſt and his Apoſiles did, it would ſurely 


be a Proof of its Veracity convincing beyond all Diſ- 
pute or Compariſon, However, we know not of 
any ſuch Doctrine; nor can we conceive of any ne- 


ceſſary Connection between the Knowledge of Truth, - 


and a Power of ſuch Performances. I ſuppoſe there- 
fore your Meaning muſt be, that when a Perſon 
was endowed with theſe miraculous Powers, the Ex- 
ertion of them would be what ſo benevolent a Reli- 
gion as Chriſtianity would naturally prompt him to, 


even tho* he ſhquld not intend by it to demonſtrate 


the Truth of that Doctrine. But when the Paſſage 
above is thus explained, which after all I can but 
gueſs to be your Meaning in it; I would intreat 
you, Sir, to ſhew us, what Juconſſtency there is be- 
tween theſe /wo Views, which you have fo ſtrangely 
oppoſed to each other. Would it not be a glori- 
ous Proof of a Divine Miſſion, that Gop gave to 


Chriſt and his Apoſtles a Power of exerciſing their 


Benevolence in ſo extraordinary a Manner? Would 
not Miracles of a benevolent Kind appear the moſt 
congruqus Proofs of ſo benevolent a Scheme? And 
would not Miracles intended as Proofs of a Diuine 


J 


J 


Concealing them is groſily miſrepreſented. 23 
Miſſion be equally an. Exerciſe of Benevolence; nay 


indeed, would they not be much more eminently - 


ſo, than if no Reference to that Mzſion had been 
intended? Surely an unprejudiced Mind muſt ſee 
the View you are guarding againſt, to be the 
Crown and Glory of the = 3 By curing a pain- 
ful and dangerous Diſeaſe, by opening the Eyes of tbe 
Blind, and the like, to lead the afflicted Creature 
into the Way of Truth and Duty, and ſo into the 


Way of Salvation; and by his Means to inſtruct 


every Spectator, every one who heard the credible 
Atteſtation of the Fact; muſt enhance the Benefit 


beyond all Expreſſion ; extending it to a far greater 
Variety of Subjects, and, if it were duly improved, 


producing in each a far ſuperior Degree of Happi- 
neſs, than the Cure alone could afford to the Perſon 
who was the Subject of it. 


That Chriſt took Care to conceal ſome of his M. 
racles, is indeed apparent; which, to be ſure, was to 


avoid Oſtentation, and to prevent the People from 


riſing tumultuouſly in his Favour: And that he 


llenced the Devils who bore Witneſs to him, was an 


evident Inſtance of his Wiſdom, to cut off every 
Colour for the malicious and blaſphemous Charge 
advanced againſt him as a Confederate with them. 
But you well know, that many of our Lord's Mira- 
cles were wrought in a moſt publick Manner ; ſome 
in the Streets of Jeruſalem, and many more before 
vaſt Multitudes who were . crouding around him, 
in the Fields, and the Mountains. This is notori- 
ous. And give me Leave, Sir, ſeriouſly to expreſs 
my Aſtoniſbhment, how you could venture to ſay, in 
the Face of ſuch obvious Evidence to the contrary, 


<c that our Lord was always remarkably on the R:ſerve 


<« in this Reſpe&, whenever he happencd among 
« unbelieving Company.” (Pag. 48.) A known 


” — 


Falſchood, liable to Conviction in the Eyes of the 


whole 
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24 Chrift often wrought his Miracles in publicł. 
whole World, is what Tam very unwilling to charge 
upon a a Gentleman and a Scholar, tho* ever ſo unac- 
quainted with his Perſon, and Character. I will there- 
fore impute this, and ſome other Paſſages of this Kind, 
to mere Inattention and Forgetfulneſs. But 

mit me, Sir, to ſay, that you ought to have [ary 
the Netw Teftament with more Accuracy, and to 
have fixed the Contents of it more deeply in your 
Mind, before you had thrown out ſo many pub- 
lick Reflections upon it. How muſt it ſurprize 
and pain you, to be told from thence, and to ſee 
how plainly it is there aſſerted, that aur Lord not 
only caff out Devils before the Phariſees, who charged 
him as a Confederate” of Belxeebube with that very 
Miracle before their Eyes; but likewife,”- that the 
Paralytick was healed in Capernaum, while there were 
Phariſees and Doctors of tbe Law ſulting by, who were 
came out. of every Town of Galilee, and Fudea, and Fe- 
ruſalem; à when the Power” of the Lord ua alſo Pre: 
ſent to beal ſeveral more, and the Croud was ſo 
great, that the Friends of the Parahtick were obliged 
to take a very peculiar Method to get him laid be. 
fore Feſus! How you could fail to know this, or 
knowing could forget it, is ſtrange: As alſo, how 
it ſhould have eſcaped your Notice or Memory, 
that Lazarus was raiſed before a great Multitude of 
People, ſome of which were the Friends of the chief 
Priefts; and Phariſees: © Or that a few Days before 
our Lord's Death, when it was no longer neceſſary 
to uſe ſuch Precautions as he had formerly done, 
the Blind and the. Lame came to him in the Temple, and 
be bealed them; and the cbief Prighs. and "Serib es. SAW 
the wonder ful Things that he 2 4 EA 


- ? 


Bot to diſtifs à Head, on which. Ebel not. 
have wiſhed that you.. ſhould have giyen 796 0 
A van- 


Mat. ix. 33. 1 1 22, 24. C Luke v. 17.— 19. 
2 + John xi. Zl,—4 


Mat. xxi. * Is, 


Why be rebuked thoſe that demanded them. 25 
Advantages, I muſt juſt touch u ur other 
Objection againſt the Validity of * from 
Miracles, taken from Chrift”s rebakting thoſe that 


ſought them. In ſome Circumſtances, it is evident 
that he did: But all that we can infer from hence 


is, that there were ſome Circumſtances, in which 
they were demanded. Thus for Inſtance, 
when he had in the Preſence of Multitudes, (who are, 
by the Way, exprefsly diſtinguiſhed from bis Diſci-- 
* healed the Lame, the Blind, the Dumb, and the 
Mazimed, and MANY OTHERS, who had been cat 
down at bis Feet ,* and after that, had fed four thou- 
fand, with ſeven Loaves, and a few ſmall Fiſhes zu we 
are immediately told, that the Phariſees and Saddu- 
cees came tempting bim, and demanded that be ſhould ſhew 
tbema Sign from Heaven; thereby inſolently taking 
upon them to preſcribe to Gop himſelf, what Kind 
of Miracles they would have wrought for their Con- 
viction. On this he very juſtly called them 3 
wicked and adulterous Generation, and referred them 
(with greater Propriety than moſt Commentators have 
been aware,) to the grand Miracle of his Reſur- 
rection, k which was attended with a moſt illuſtrious 
Sign from Heaven; the Deſcent of an Angel, in the 
Sight of the Roman Soldiers, who guarded the Se- 
pulchre which they themſelves teſtified to the Jetiſb 
Rulers, | and perhaps to ſome of ' theſe very Perſons 
who now preſumed on ſo unreaſonable a Demand. 
He elſewhere blames thoſe, who would not believe, 
wnleſs they saw Signs and Wonders ;* that is, who 
would not yield to the moſt credible Teſtimony of 

others, tho' the Witneſſes were ever ſo numerous 
and worthy of Belief, unleſs they had that of tberr 
own Senſes added to the reſt, — It is very probable, 
ſome very indecent Things had been ſaid by his 
Enemies while queſtioning with bis Diſciples, to _ 


* * Mat. XV. 30. h Ver. 32,38, ; a xvi. 1 E ver. 4 
7 xxviji, 4. 11. ® John iv. 48. . 


26 The Plea, that Miracles were uſed by Impoſtors, 
ſion ſuch a ſevere Expoſtulation as that, Ob faithleſs 
and perverſe Generation, bow. long ſhall I be with you 
how long ſhall I fuffer you ? We cannot ſuppoſe, from 
the known Candor of our Lord's Character, that this 
was ſaid without ſome peculiar Reaſon ; and as the 
Words refer to much Condeſcenſion and Long-Suf- 
fering formerly uſed, in giving them much ampler 


Satisfaction than they could ſtrictly have demanded, 


ſo 'we fee, that whatever inſulting Airs any of his 


Enemies might have put on, when they found bs 
Diſciples baſed by ſo ſtubborn a Demon, Fefus him- 
ſelf rebuked him ich an Airof irreſiſtible Authority, 
and immediately cured the Child in their Preſence 
and that of all the Multitude.> 

Now when theſe Facts are ſet in this juſt and 
eaſy Light, I leave it, Sir, to your Invention, fer- 
tile as it ſeems, to ſhew how it follows as a Conclu- 
ſign from theſe Premiſes, that our Lord judged 
Miracles not to be proper Proofs of a Divine Miſſion, 
and did not perform his Miracles as ſuch Proofs, I 
ſhall only add, that as Gop never intended every 
individual Perſon ſhould be an Eye Witneſs to mira- 
culous Operations, it ſeems an amiable Inſtance of Wiſ- 
dom and Goodneſs, in ſuch Caſes as theſe we have 
examined, as well as in that of Thomas, to check the 
Petulancy of ſuch, as in thoſe Days would not 


yield to any 7. Nino, but that oY their own er, an 
"ne an Occaſion. 


All that remains to be 0 under this Claſs 
of Ohjeckions, is ** what you ſay concerning the 
Poſſibility of Miracles being uſed by ' Impoſtors.”* 
(Pag. 46.) This is indeed an important Topick, 
and has been handled with that Accuracy which it 
deſerves | by thoſe who have profeſſedly written 
upon it. Some Perſons of great Eminence in the 
Learned and Cbriſtian World have ſo very lately ex- 


| amined 
D 2 Compare Mat. xvil. 175 18. and Mark ix. 14,27 


and are of great Antiquity, often anſwered. 27 
amined it, that it is quite unneceſſary for me to re- 
ſume the Controverſy here: And you touch but flight- 
ly upon it, conſcious as it ſeems, that after what the 
have ſaid, it deſerves little Streſs. I ſhall therefore an- 
ſwer, in almoſt as few Lines as your own, only ſay- 
1 ing. that I ſee no Reaſon to believe, that the Phraſe 
Lying Wonders in Scripture ſignifies, as you in your O6- 
jection ſuppoſe, true Miracles to confirm a Lye ;; and 
that the Patrons of Chriſtianity challenge all its Ene- . 
mies to produce am Inſtance of Miracles wrought 
expreſsly o confirm a Falſebood, which have not been 
immediately, and on the very Spot, oppoſed by f- 
Perior Miracles on the Side of Truth; and theſe at- 
tended with ſuch vi/ible Degrees of Superiority, as to 
render the Triumph of Truth more ſenſible, and more 
illuſtrious, than, in thoſe Inſtances, it could have 
been without ſuch Oppoſition. 


1 . What follows in your 31 Page, concerning the 
Degree in which Antiquity impairs the Weight of 
Miracles ſaid to have been wrought many Ages ago, 
has in Part been obviated already; and has been ſo 
often urged by the Enemies of Revelation, and fo 
largely conſidered by its learned Defenders, that I 
think myſelf fairly diſpenſed with. from inſiſting far- 
ther upon it here. ſhall only add, that it muſt 
be a Enlible Pleaſure to thoſe that wiſh well to 
Chriſtianity, to ſee its Oppoſers reduced to the wretch- 
ed Neceſlity of px {14 it with ſuch Arguments, 
as, if they will prove any Thing againſt it, will alſo 
prove that we can have 10 rational Evidence of any 
Thing that was done before <ve were born; or indeed, of 

\ any Thing which we have not ſeen with our own 
Eyes : An Abſurdity, which J ſuppoſe. no Man 
living can practiſe upon his own Underſtanding, ſo 

far as deliberately to admit it, tho Infidehty can ſome- 

times remove. its Mountains, and bury them in 1b. 


Dab of the Sea, 
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28 Tranſition to the Confideration of 


But there is another very different” Medium, by 
which you endeavour to prove, that Chriſtianity is 
not founded on Argument, i. e. that we are not to ex- 
pect rational Proof of it; which will require a. lar- 
ger and more particular Diſcuſſion z I mean, that 
ve are required to believe it on ſo bigh a Penalty.” It 
ſeems methinks at the firſt Propoſal, that this Me- 
dium is of a very. extraordinary Nature, .One 
would imagine, the Argument lay the contrary Way : 
That if Gop required our Aﬀent to it on Pain of 
eternal Ruin and Condemnation, he muſt have made 
the Evidences of it very clear and ſtrong, and ſuch 
as every upright Mind muſt be able to ſee the Force 
of, on a diligent Enquiry, which fuch Minds will 
not fail to make. However you, Sir, are pleaſed 
to inſiſt upon it in a contrary Light, and to argue 
from it, that ſomething more convincing than any 
ut, even an immediate Revelation, muſt be no- 

ceſſary to juſtify ſuch a Demand. 
The Terms in which you urge this Conſideration, 
are ſo triumphant, that they riſe even to Inſult. 
«« With what Regard, with what Patience rather, 
% can one 1 who Reaſons for his Faith, 
*« be ſuppoſed to attend to Queſtions propounded to 
„ him, under the Reſtraints . Authority ? 
. * to be talked to of Danger in his Deciſions, and 
„% have the Rad held out with the ? to have 
„ Propoſitions tendered to his Reaſon with Penalties 
«« annexed ?—. He diſdains, with all Juſtice, an At- 
+ tempt equally weak and unjuſt, of frighting him 
„into a Compliance out of his Power.” (Pag. 8, 
9.) — It would be tedious to repeat a great Deal 
more which you ſay in the ſame Strain; in which T 
hearnly wiſh, that the Ignorance which you ſeem to 
diſcover in the State of the Queſtion, may ano- 
ther Day be allowed as ſome Excuſe for the Raſhne/s 
and Arrogance of the Language, in which you 
| | | treat 


— 


tte Damnatory Sentence on Unbelievers. 2 9 
treat it; which will not univerſally paſs for Demon- 


Aratian, tho? ſome may be weak enough to be car- 
ried away with the Torrent, 

1 know indeed, that the Sentence which the — 
pel pronounces r * npoalg has been though 
by many a con Objettion againſt the C 
ſfian Scheme; on — —— I the rather tike 
this Qpportunity of opening my Sentiments upon 
it, eſpecially as T apprehend, it has often, on one 
Side or the other, been ler 1 in a very wrong Point 
of Light. ; 


No bere I den not attempt to ſolve the fap- 
poſed Difficulty TH” ing, that the Denunctation 
only refers to a ſe of thoſe, who ſhould refuſe 
to admit the Teſtrmony of the Apoſtles, confirmed by 
miraculous Yorks of which they were themſelves Eyes 
Witneſſes. The Anſwer would not be allowed by 
you; ſince your Objeion lies againſt the Demand in 
any Circumſtance of Evidence: Nor do I indeed 
think the Foundation of the Solution juſt and 
true; ſince whatever Reference one Text in Queſtion ® 
might have to the Teſtimony immediately borne by 
the Apoſtles, there are many others which cannot be 
ſo evaded. I chuſe therefore to encounter the 
Objeion in all its Force, allowing that every one who f 
nally rejefts Chriftianity is in a State of Condemnation, and 


that there remains for him only a certain fearful looking | 


for of Judgment, and fiery Indignation, which ſhall de- 
wour the Adverſaries.? But then I conclude, on the Prin- 
ciples of common Equity, that this only extends to 
thoſe who have Capacities and Opportunities of en- 
quiring into its Evidences ; ſince Ignorance abſolutely 
wnavoidable is a Plea ſo conſiderable, that it muſt 
have its Weight before a wiſe and righteous Gop. 
In the Inftance of Idiocy and Lamaty, all the World 

000 it; and l only bn of that api 1 

| | , 


Mark xvi. 36 » Heb. x. 26, 27+ 
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30 Faith is not merely a Speculative Aſent. 


be, that {enorance is then unavoidable, wherever it is 
ſo, it muſt certainly, on the like Principles, be al- 
lowed. But with theſe Limitations I freely declare, 
that the Sentence which the Goſpe! paſſes on Unbeliev- 
ers, is ſo far from appearing any Obyettion againſt 
Chriſtianity, that I apprehend it greatly neva; ts 
Internal Evidence, when taken in Conjunction with 
the reſt of the Scheme; tho? conſidered alone, it 
would to be ſure be very abſurd, to pretend it to 
be am Proof at all. 


For the Illuſtration of this, T muſt firſt remove 
one Miſtake, which ſeems to me a Source of perpe- 
tual Confuſion on this Head, and on which moſt 
of the confident Things, which you have ventured 
to ſay on this awful Subject, depend, and with 
which they fall to the Ground : I mean, that an 
Alſent to the Truth of Chriſtianity is the main Thing 
intended by the Word FAITH, and required un- 

der ſo high a Penally. On the contrary, nothing 
is more evident to me, than that (as I have largely 
ſhewn elſewhere,) Faitb in ſuch Paſſages of the New 
Teſtament as are here in Queſtion, is conſidered as 
2 Practical Thing, which includes in it, what the 

Word exactly expreſſes, an Al of Truf, or Commit- 
ing the Soul to Chriſt, to be, under his Influence and 
Care, formed for Ha pineſs, and conducted to it. 
according to the Method of Salvation exhibited in 

the Cappel. 
It is true indeed, a Perſuaſion of the Speculative 
Truth of Chriſtianity mult be the Foundation of ſuch 
a Faith, but it is far from being the on/y, or indeed 


the primary Property of it; nor is it that, which is 


chiefly referred to in theſe Paſſages in Queſtion, 

I readily agree with you, that ſuch an Aſent of the 

Underſtanding, ſimply conſidered, could not without 
oP Abſurdity, have been demanded under ho 

igh a Penalty, or _—_ under am Penalty at 21 | 
an 


Such a Sentence mayattenda Divine Revelation. 4X 


and this is all, that your Arguments and Defiances 
here amount to. But if Proviſion be made, that 
(excepting as above, ) al to whom the Goſpel comes, 
ſhall on due Conſideration ſee rrre/tible Evidence to 
determine tbat Aſent, they may juſtly be threatned 
with fatal Conſequences as Unbelievers, whether that 
Speculative Ajſent be, or be not produced: Since it 
will appear, on that Suppoſition, they have either 
on the one Hand, notwithſtanding fair and folema 
Warning, . criminally omitted taking thoſe Meaſures 
which would infallibly and neceſſarily have pro- 
duced a Conviction of the Truth; or on the other 
Hand, being convinced of it, have afed contrary to 
what they knew in their own Conſciences that Rea- 
ſon and Duty required. 


Taking the Matter in this View, it may perhaps 
ſeem lo Gore that ſome. of my Readers may won- 
der I ſhould purſue it any farther: Let as you lay 
ſo great a Streſs on this ſuppoſed Difficulty, and as ſo 
many other Perſons have ſeemed ſhocked with it, 
and ſome (as I have been informed,) have carried 
it ſo far as to rejet? Chriſtianity, becauſe they were 
threatned with Damnation if they did not believe it, 
I will more particularly open to you that View of 
Things, which convinces me that theſe Damnatory 
Sentences increaſe Mather than weaken, the Internal 
Evidence of that Goſpel, to which they are annexed. 
And here I ſhall more particularly ſhew, fir, — 
that there is not in the general any Abſurdity, in ſup- 
poſing ſuch a Sentence may attend a Revelation from 
Gop; and the, — that there is a peculiar Propriety 
in it, when connected with ſuch a Sort of Revelation 
as Cbriſtianity in other Reſpects appears to be. 


For the Illuſtration of the fir of theſe, I would | 
deſire you, Sir, calmly to conſider, whether, it be 
in the Nature of Things abſolutely impoſſible, that 


32 GOD might contrive ſufficient Evidence, 
un infinitely wiſe Gop ſhould contrive ſuch Evidence 
of the Truth of a Revelation, as ſhould be fufficient 
to convince honeſt Enquirer, who is capable 
of exerciſing Reaſon in the common Affairs of Life; 
and ſuch only are here in Queſtion. Can a Mathe- 
matician invent a Demonſtration, which almoſt every 
one of a common Genius ſhall with due Application 
infalhbly underſtand 3; and cannot the great Former 
of the Human Spirit, find out a Way of effecting 
the like, by a Proof of another Kind? Or if no 
one Argument which Omniſcience could furniſh out, 
can have ſuch a univerſal Effect, (which. I think it 
would be great Petulancy and Folly to aſſert, ) could 
not this wiſe and glonous Being exhibit a Compli- 
cation of Arguments ſo adjuſted, that ſome one of 
them at leaſt ſhould be ſuited to ſtrike every ſuch 
Enquirer, and to convince him? Nay, to bring 
the Matter yet lower, when a ſtrong Complication 
of various is provided, is it abſolutely 
impoſſible, that an all-comprehending Mind ſhould 
contrive a Scheme of Providence, in Conſequence of 
which every ſincere and honeſt Enquirer ſhould, 
either by ſome External Occurrence, (as meeting 
with a Book, or Friend, in ſome critical Moment 
of Doubt or Danger,) or by ſome Inward Impreſ- 
"fon, (his Thoughts being fixed and guided, as 
it ſeems to him, in a Natural Way, and without 
any particular Revelation,) be led into fuch Views 
of the Evidence as ſhall engage his Aſſent; while 
at the ſame time, a Mind under the ſtrong Force 
of vicious Prejudices ſhall be left to harden itſelf a- 
gainſt opening Proofs,, to turn "ns from the in- 
creaſing Light, and to aggravate trifling Objections, 
till it utterly rejects a moſt ſalutary Scheme? I afk 
you, Sir, and I aſk every Reader, whether you, 

or he, will venture pg ns an 1 1 and Al- 
mighty Being, as to ſay, that it is abſolutely impoſ- 
fibls he ſhould adjuſt Matters, as on any one _ 
"OY, ihres 


and then condemn all that rejeft it. 33 
three former Suppoſitions ? But if you cannot ſay, 
and prove it to be ſo, then be pleaſed with me to 
reflect on the Conſequence of fuppoling any one of 
theſe to be a poſſible Caſe, | 

On ſuch a Suppoſition, I would farther aſk you, 
whether it would not be Juſt with Gop, to condemn 
thoſe who ſhould rye a Revelation attended with 
Evidence ſo adjuſted and ſupported ? that is, on 
this Hypotheſis, to condemn Perſons who thro? vici- 
ous Prejudices ſhould refuſe an upright and candid 


Enguiry into the Truth, and perhaps into the Evidence 


of it, attended with ſome Circumfances which tend 
powerfully to ſtrike the Mind, and awaken Exami- 
nation and Attention? I ſee not, how the Fuffice 
of this could be denied on any Principle, which 
will not infer, that Gov cannot puniſh any Vice 
of a Sinner's Mind, or any Irregularity of his Life, 
and will conſequently overthrow Natural Religion. 


Let us then imagine, in Hypotheſis at leaſt, (ſince 
it appears  #o.. Impoſſwility,) the Evidence adjuſted, as 
above, and the Reſolution of puniſhing the, Infidel 
ſormed ; I would farther aſk, whether in ſuch a 
Circumſtance it was, or could be, unworthy the Di- 
vine Being to declare ſuch a Purpoſe and Reſolu- 
tion? Some valuable Ends, which might be an- 
ſwered by ſuch a Declaration are obvious enough. 
It could not indeed convince any Man's Underſtand- 
ing, that the Doctrine fo inforced was true; and 1 
do not know that any one was ever weak enough 
to pretend. it: But it might in ſome Degree awa- 


ken the Attention of an Enquirer; ſince tho* he 


could not believe the Threatninz, till he diſcerned 
the Evidence of that Revelation of which it made a 
Part, yet he would eafily ſee, that if it ſhould in- 
deed proye true, it muſt be a Truth of vaſt Im- 
| ance ; and would alſo ſee, that whatever De- 
grees of Prohability * to be in its Favour 
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31 It would be of Uſe to make theſe Threatnings, 
when firſt propoſed, there muſt be equal Degrees 


of Probability that he would be miſerable in Conſe- 


quence of rejecting it. Beſides, ' this Declaration 
might excite the Perſons employed to publiſh the 
Revelation of which it made a Part, to act with great- 
er Ardour and Spirit, and to ſuffer with greater 
Courage and Reſolution, when they knew that the 
Happineſs of Mankind was ſo intimately concerned 
in it. It might alſo awaken in all who embraced 
this Revelation, a Concern to keep it pure and un- 
mingled with any Thing, which by a wrong A- 
ciation of Ideas might occaſion a Prejudice againſt it, 
whether from the Abſurdity of its ſuppoſed Doc- 


trines, or the Inmorality of thoſe who received and 


maintained it; ſince ſuch Prejudices might prove ſo 
fatal. Now each of theſe appears to me a very 
important End, of which many OtjeFors againſt 
this Part of Chriſtianity ſeem to be very little ap- 


prized. * 
| \ On 


V Agreeable to what I have ſaid above, of the various U/e 
of ſuch Tbreatnings, it may be obſerved, that many of thoſe Paſ- 
ſages of the New Teflament which expreſs the Divine Purpoſd 
puniſhing the Rejecters of Chriſtianity, are not immediately 
addreſſed to Unbelievers, (tho' they are at other Times, as was 
very reaſonable, ſolemnly warned ;) but to thoſe who were to be 
| Preachers of the Goſpel, whom therefore (if any ſuch read this 
Paſſage,) I beſeech and intreat in the Bowels of Chrift ſeriouſly 
to conſider them. Thus it is, in his Charge to the Tavelve 
Apoſtles, ¶ Mat. x. 15.) and to the Seventy Bigislu, (Luke x. 
12.) that our Lord repreſents Unbelievers as certainly devoted 
to ſo dreadful a Deſtruction, that it ſhould be more tolerable 
for Sodom and Gomorrah in the Day of Fudgmint than for them. 
And it is to his Apoſtles alſo, that, when riſen from the Dead, 
he ſays, juſt after a Commiſhon to go and preach the Goſpel to 


every Creature, (Mark xvi. 16.) He that believeth, and is bap- 
rized, all be Saved; but uE THAT BBELIEVETH NOT, + 


SHALL BE DAMNED. Many Paſlages of the ſame Purport in 
the Epiſtles are addreſſed to Chriſtians, no Doubt with the ſame 
general View of awakening their compaſſionate Efforts to deli- 
ver thoſe wretched Creatufes- who. were in ſach extream-Dan- 

- | , 5 ann &--- © ger. 


* * 
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tb 
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| Revelation, ſhould at length ta 
the unhappy Creature have Room to make ſome 


and to omit them might occaſion Complaint. 3 5 


On the other Hand, Sir, if no ſuch Threatnings 
were annexed, and the Purpoſe of Gop to execute 


his deſerved Diſpleaſure on 4 Rejefters of this 
e Place, would not 


ſuch Reflection as this, when he was plunging in- 
to final Deſtruction ? Why was not I admonifhed 
« of the Danger of Unbelief in ſuch a Caſe as this? 
„When ſo many other Things were declared, 
„ and ſo many other Meſſages ſent, why was not 
* this one Article added, by the Meſſengers who 
% brought the reſt?” Now tho* Conſcience might 
tell ſuch a Wretch, that every vicious Prejudice was 

e penal, 


er. Compare 2 Thefſ. i. 7,—9. 2 Tim. ii. 25, 26. and 
ude, ver. 23. | 
I muſt fs take the Liberty to add, that there ſeems to 
me a very beautiful Propriety in the Manner of our Lord's ex- 
preſſing ſeveral of theſe Denunciations, which is not in a direct, 
ut an obligue Form; which particularly became that gracious 
Meſſenger of the Divine Love, who viſited the World, not 7 


condemn, but to ſave it. Thus the awful Doom of Caper- 


naum and Bethſaida is uttered by Chrift, not when ſpeaking to 
them, but when diſtant from them, in the Form of a Lamen- 
tation over them. (Mat. xi. 20,—24.) So likewiſe is Jeruſa- 
lem lamented over, as abandoned to Deſtruction for its incorri- 
gible and perverſe Infidelity, once when Chriſt was as far off 
as Galilee, ( Luke xiii. 34, 35-) and afterwards, when only ap- 
ing, and beholding it from Mount Olivet. ( Luke xix. 

1, 42.) And this laſt Time the Ruin was predicted in broker 
anguage, and with a Flow of Tears; expreſſing on the one 
Hand, the Benevolence of our Lord's 'Temper, which engaged 
him to mourn over the juſteſt Condemnation which Sinners 
could bring on themſelves; and on the other, the inevitable 
Certainty, and unutterable Terror of that Defiru#ior, which 
was coming upon them. It is one Inſtance among a thouſand, 
of that fine Spirit which runs thro? all or Lord's Behaviour; 
and which renders it aſtoniſhing, that his Cauſe ſhould meet 
with ſuch malignant Oppoſition among many who ſet up for 
Criticks in the TO ITPETION, and the TO KAAON, the De- 
corum, and the Beauty of Actions. I have known a Criminal 
touched, and even charmed, with the Tenderneſt which a Fe 
has ſhewn in paſſing 2 capital &ntence upon him; and 1 won- 


der, it ſhould not be the Caſc here. 


26 The Abſurdity of ſuppofing a Revelation 
penal, and that if Mercy were indeed-offered and 
Mighted, the Conſequence muſt be dangerous and 
fatal; yet it ſeems gongruous to the Divine Wil- 

dom and Goodneſs, tb forecloſe ſuch a Plea as this, 

even in the Mouth of a periſhing Smner, 


On this View I hope it will appear not incredible = 
in Hypotheſis and Speculation, that a Revelation might 
come from Gop, the Evidence of which ſhould be 
ſo adjuſted, that all who have an Opportunity of 
examining into it might be required to receive and 
ſubmit to it, on Pain of Gop's higbeſt Diſpleaſure; 
tho' you, Sir, have been pleaſed to paint this as a 
Suppoſition in itſelf flagrantly abſurd. Nay J appre- 
hend, it muſt follow from theſe Principles, that 
the very Suppo/ition of a Revelation in general implies, 
on the one Hand, Sufficiency of Evidence to every 
candid Enquirer ; and on the other, certain Divine 
Diſpleaſure againſt the Rejeters of it, which if not 
expreſsly declared, will at leaſt be implied. | 

But how far this is from a real Abſurdity, may 
farther appear by viewing the Matter in an oppoſite 
Light. t me imagine, a Man ſhould profeſs to 
bring me 4 Divine Revelation with great Solemnity; 
and yet at the fame Time ſhould declare; that I 
might reef? it without am Danger. I know not how ¾ é 
others might judge, but 1 am ſure this would ap- 
pear to me fo incoherent, that I ſhould hardly give 
myſelf the Trouble of enquiring into his Creden- 
tials, unleſs ſome very ſtriking Circumſtance, ap- 
peared at the firſt View, For it would be natural 
to conclude, it may be true, or it may be falſe: And 

if it be true, by the Confeſſion of the Meſſenger I 
have no great Concern in it; I may be happy, 
without paying any Regard to it: It is therefore 
comparatively a Trifling Concern, and by Conſequence 
fo much 4% likely to be the Subject of a Divine In- 
terpoſition. N | 

| Take 


awithout any Threatning to ſucb as reject it. 47 

Take it therefore in any Light, and it appears 
to me, that an Obligation on ſome high Penalty to 
enquire into Credentials, and by Conſequence to 
receive and obey the Command, 1s in the Nature 
and Reaſon of Things to be ſuppoſed as the Coun- 
terpart of the Honour of receiving a Meſſage 
from Gop z and, as the Law ſpeaks, tranſit cum Onere, 
it comes to a Man (if I may be allowed the Ex- 
preſſion,) with this awful Incumbrance, He 
„ muſt rejef? it at bis Peril.” And agreeably to 
this Remark, we always find (fo far as I can recol- 
lect,) thro? the whole Series of the Old Tefament, 
that where the Meſſage ſent from Gop was diſre- 

rded, ſome nal Puniſhment was inflicted on the 
Perſon to whom it was addreſſed; which I men- 
tion, not as arguing from it, but as a Circumſtance 
illuſtrating in one View the Reaſonings above, and 
in another receiving Illuſtration from them. 

Theſe, Sir, are the Principles, on which I ſaid 
above, that Threatnings againſt thoſe who ſhould 
diſbelieve and reject a Revelation in Queſtion, are lo 
far from being any Argument againſt its being Rea- 
ſonable and Divine, as ſome have vainly pretended ; 
that on the contrary, they are fo ſuitable to a wiſely 
concerted Scheme, that the Omiſſion of them would 
rather be an Objefion againſt a pretended Reve- 
lation, than any Argument in its Favour. 


I ſhall beg Leave, Sir, to detain you a little 
longer on this Head, while I attempt to ſhew that 
theſe Reaſonings, which appear of general Force, 
have a peculiar and ſingular Weight when applied 
_ toChriſtianity : Which will appear from conſidering 

the Degrees of Evidence to which it pretends ; and 

ſeveral other Circumſtances attending the Scheme it- 
ſelf, and the Manner in which it was introduced 
into the World, | | 


J have 


38 Chriftianity has an Evidence thus adjuſted, 


I have diſcourſed at large already on the Kind 
of Evidence with which Chriſtianity was attended, 
during the Miniftry of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and 
have referred to ſeveral Paſſages, in- which the Re- 
Jection of it, is charged on ſuch vicious Prejudices, as 
muſt render Men highly criminal before Gop; and 
ſome other Paſſages to the ſame Purpoſe may be ſeen 
in the Margin.4 I ſhall only add here, that I ap- 
prehend, our bleſſed Lord (who ſaid nothing in vain, 
and in whoſe ſhort Sentences there is often a Weight 
far beyond what the Generality of his Enemies, or 
his Followers, have conſidered,) ſeems expreſsly to 
 haveaſſtrted the moſt extraordinary of all the Suppoſitions 
made above to be Fa; I mean that of a Divine 
Stperintendency over every well diſpoſed Mind, to 
lead it into the Evidences of the Truth of his Doc- 
trine. And this, you will obſerve, he has ſpoken 
in Terms ſuiting, not only the Period of his own, 
or the Apaſtles Miniſtry, but future Ages too. You 
will perhaps from this general Hint, recollect that 
important Paſſage :* If any Man will do bis Will, 
i. e. the Will of my Father, e Jie Se ,s if 
he be reſolutely determined upon it,“ (as J have 

elſewhere obſerved, the Phraſe. plainly ſignifies *) 
be ſhall know of the Doctrine, whether it be of GOD, or 
whether I ſpeak of myſelf. And the Prophet [/aiah ſeems 
long before to have repreſented the Matter much 
in the ſame View, tho* according to his Manner, 
in more Figurative Terms; when he ſays, Au High 
Way ſhall be there; and it Hall be called THE Way or 
HOLINESS 3 —the wayfaring Men, tho* Fools, ſhall not 


I might 


1 Acts xiii. 46. xviii. 6. Rom. ii. 8, 9. 2 Cor. iv. 1 4s 
1 Theſſ. ii. 14,—16. 2 Theff. i. 6,—9. ii. 10,—12. Heb. 
Jii. 79,—13. vi. 7,8. 1 John v. 19. John vii. 17. 

Ste family Expoſitor, Vol. ii, pag. 47. * ai. xxxv. 8. 


Such an awful Sentence is ſuitable to it. 39 


1 might alſo ſhew at large, if I were not afraid 
of running out this Letter to too great a Length, 
that not only thoſe Degrees of Evidence to which 
Chriſtianity pretends, but alſo ſeveral other Circum- 
ſtances acending the Scheme itſelf, and the Manner 
in which it was introduced into the World, render 
the Threatnings annexed peculiarly ſuitable to it, be- 
yond the Degree in which they might,con the Prin- 
ciples above, have ſuited a Revelation in theſe Re- 
ſpects different from the Goſpel. 

It is very material for the Illuſtration of this 
Point, to recollect that the Cbriſtian Scheme ſuppoſes 
Mankind under Guilt, and obnoxious on Account 
of it to Miſery, to dreadful fa! Miſery.z and ac- 
cordingly makes its. Propoſals, not merely under 
the Notion of a Benefit, but of a Remedy; of a 
Remedy without which Men were periſbing. Now 
the neceſſary Conſequence of this muſt be, the 
Death and Deſtruttion of thoſe who reject it. In this 
View. the Sacred Writers, with great Propriety, 
ſometimes place it. GOD ſent his Son into the World, 
that whoſoever believeth in him might not periſh , — and 
therefore be that believeth not on him, is condemned al- 
ready, becauſe he hath not believed: It p plainly, ap- 
pears. from - his. Unbelief, that he is actually 
Sentence; and as it follows afterwards, The Wrath of 
GOD, that Wrath from which he might otherwiſe 
have been ſaved and reſcued, abideth on him.” And 
to. this Purpoſe Chriſt declares elſewhere, F you be. 
tieve not that I am be, you ſhall dis in your Sins, ſhall 
periſh with the Guilt of all thoſe Tranſgreſlions on 
your Heads, from which I was fo ſincerely willing 
to have delivered you. 

The Threatnings in Queſtion are alſo congruous to 
the Importance of thoſe Bleſſings, which are offered 
| to all who embrace and _- the Goſpel. Theſe 
are 


1 Jchn il. 16,—18. Per. 36. John viii. 24. 


. 


40 The great Importance of its Bleſſings, 
are well known in Speculation; but, were they 
duly conſidered, they would appear to have much 
ome Weight than many are aware. A full Par- 
on of all the moſt aggravated Sins, which the true 
Penitent has ever committed; the Communication 
of Divine Influences, to enable us to conquer the 
Power of Sin to which we were inſlaved, and to 
fit us for Happineſs preſent and futurez an Ad- 
miſſion into the Family of Gob, and a Participa- 
tion of all the Joys and Privileges of his Children; 
the Reception of our ſeparate Spirits into the Pre- 
ſence of Gop, and to the moſt glorious Societ 
Enjoyments, and Services there; — at leng ch. 
the Reſurrection of our Bodies, and the 0 
Happineſs of the whole Man: Such Favours offered 
to —— Sinners by the offended Majeſty of 
Heaven and Earth, muſt certainly have drawn af- 
ter them ſevere Puniſhments on the preſumptuous Crea- 
tures by whom they were {lighted and deſpiſed, 
had they been notified and propoſed by the mean- 
eſt Inhabitant of the Celeſtial - World, or even of 
our on, as an Embaſſador from Gov. But when 
to all this it is added, that a Perſon ſo glorious, 
fo excellent, and fo divine as the Son of GOD him- 
ſelf, his only begotten Son, became the Meſſenger of 
his Father s Love and Grace to us; and that he 
might teſtify it in a more effectual Manner, be- 
came alſo, for many ſucceeding Years, an Inhabi- 
tant of our low World; and at length ſubmitted 
to ſuch extream Evils, even to Death itſelf,” to a 
Death attended with ſuch aſtoniſhing Circumſtances 
of Ignominy and Torture, for this great Reaſon 
among others, that he might affecb our Minds 
with powerful Sentiments of religious Veneration, 
of Gratitude and Love; who can wonder, if there 
be an. awful Counterpart to all theſe Miracles of 
Condeſcenſion and Mercy? Who can wonder, if 
the Contempt of ſuch a Goſpel, ſo circumſtan 3 "BY 
+ 142 A n 


und the Way of propofing them, require it. 41 
and fo ſealed, be penal in Proportion to the Degree 
in which it is criminal ? Can it poſſibly be imagined, 
that the Sn 60 D ſhould become Incarnate, 
and Bleed, and Dye; and that his Spirit ſhould af- 
terwards be feht down from Heaven, with all that 
ſplendid Apparatus of various Languages inſtantane- 
ouſly taught, and Miraculous Powers every where 
exerted 3" and all this to make Way for a Diſco- 
very, which thoſe to whom it was' ſent might 
trample upon with Impunity? that they might 
reject and deride it themſelves, and perhaps make 
it almoſt the only ſerious Buſineſs of their Lives, to 
expoſe it to univerſal Contempt; and yet, tho? 
living and dying Impenitent, partake in the Day 
of final Retribution, with that Redeemer whom 
they have rejected and oppoſed, in the Joys he 
will beſtow on his faithful Servants, and which he 
will ſhare with them? This, Sir, is ſuch a ſhock- 
ing JIncongruity even in Hypotheſis, that you your- 

ſelf could not forbear exploding it; and I think 
you have done it with great Propriety and Spirit. 
(Pag. 45.) It is indeed as you repreſent it: The 
leaſt Intimation of Mercy to the finally unbelieving 
and impenitent would have been a Blemiſh on the 
whole Scheme, and a Kind of Toleration for that Neg- 
lelt, which in ſuch a Caſe it would probably have 
met with in the World. Whereas it is now with 
the moſt becoming Majeſty, that ſuch a Diſpenſa- 
tion of Wonders terminates in a Day, when this 
humbled and diſhonoured Saviour ſhall appear in 
flaming Fire, taking Vengeance on them that know not 
GOD, and that obey 4 Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt ; 
who ſhall therefore be puniſhed with everlaſting Deſiruc- 
tion, from the Preſence of the Lord, and from the Glory 
of bis Power. * COAST? „ : 

Permit me only to touch on one Conſideration 
more, which illuſtrates 'the* Congruity of theſe De- 


F nunciations, 


® 2 Theſſ. i. 8, 9. - 
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42 Strong Sanctions proper to fit for its Trials, 
nunciations, as a Part of the Goſpel Scheme; and that 
is, the Difficulties thro? which that Scheme was to ſtrug- 
gle in its early Infancy. It was Miely ordered by 
Providence for the Eſtabliſnment and Edification 
of ſucceeding, Ages, that the firft Profeſſors of Chri- 
flianity ſhould encounter great Hardſbips and Suffer- 
ins on Account of it; and it would be eaſy to 
ſhew, that a Scheme calculated for aniver/al Refor- 
mation muſt expoſe to ſuch Trials, when it made its 
Entrance into ſo degenerate a World; Now in this 
View there was an evident Neceſſity, that the Fear 
of him, cobo after he had killed, could caſt both Soul and 
Body into Hell,” ſhould be oppoſed to the Threats 
of cruel Perſecutors. It was neceſſary, that the 
Danger of Rejefting, Deſerting, or even Diſſembling 
the Faith ſhould be plainly and affectionately repre- 
ſented; otherwiſe Men would have held them- 
ſelves fairly diſpenſed” with from enquiring and 
looking into a Scheme, ſo likely to prove deſtruc- 
tive to their Fortunes, and even to their-Lives, in 
this World, and by its own Confeſſion, by no means 
neceſſary: to avoid greater Evils in another, 
From all theſe Reaſonings it appears to me un- 
deniably evident, that as ſome ſevere Threatnings to 
thoſe who regef it muſt probably in any Caſe at- 
tend a Divine Revelation; ſo theſe Threatnings are ſo 
' evidently congruous to the peculiar Nature, Deſign, 
and Circumſtances of Chriſtianity, that had they not 
made a Part of it, the Abſence of them would have 
been a great Diminution to 1ts Internal Evidence, and 
probably an effectual Bar to its Propagation in the 
World. EO a ö 


1 am ſenſible, Sir, the grand Obhjection againſt all 
theſe Reaſonings is taken, from the Appearance of 
a virtuous and amiable Diſpoſition in ſome who diſbe- 
tieve the Goſpel, "and from the Poſſibility that a 
7 Mat. x. 28. N 


The Caſe of ſuch as have wrong, Ideas of it. 43 
wrong A Jociation of Ideas in others, leading them to 
conclude thoſe Things to be contained in the 
Chriſtian Revelation which do not indeed belong to 
it, may engage ſome. to reje# the whole from the ap- 
parent Abſurdity which they ſee in theſe ſpurious, 
tho* folemn, Additions to it; as for Inſtance, in 
thoſe vaſt Tracts of Land, in which Tranſublantia- 
tion and Image Worſhip are repreſented, not merely 
as conſiſtent with Chriſttamiy, but as in a Manner 
eſſential to it, by thoſe who are its eſtabliſhed Teach- 
2 2 may therefore be preſumed beſt to under- 

nd it, 


As for the latter of theſe Caſes, it muſt be conſi- 
dered, how far the Perſon ſo miſtaken in the Idea 
he has formed of Chriſtianity has fallen into that 
Miſtake neceſſarily, and how far it may be charged 
on his own Negligence or Miſmanagement. It is poſ- 
ſible, that in ſome Countries Chriſtianity may be ſo 
miſrepreſented, and the common People may be fo ut - 
terly incapable of coming at its true Contents, that 
they may be looked upon as Perſons unavoidably ig- 
norant of it; and conſequently are not included in 
the Number of thoſe, whoſe Caſe we are now con- 
ſidering. But if any may have Recourſe to the 
' Scriptures, and will not give themſelves the Trou- 
ble of ſearching them, to ſee whether theſe /uppoſed 
abſurd Doftrines are really contained in them, or no, 
they muſt. ſtand by the Conſequences of their Indo. 
lence and Raſhneſs: And I fear, the Nobihty and 
Gentry in Pepiſþ Countries, (who are the Perſons 
among whom Deiſm probably prevails moſt,) are 
generally in this Caſe. Such might eaſily have 
diſcovered ſo much Good in Chriſtianity, and 
ſo many. Arguments in its Favour, as might have 

ved it worth their while to have read over the 
New Teſtament again and again, with an honeſt Deſire 
of knowing what are 7 the Dodrines and Precepii 

2 CON+ 


44 The Virtues of Deifts very deficient. 
contained in it. I queſtion not, but ſuch an Em» 
' ployment would have been a much more rational 
and uſeful Way of ſpending Time, than what the 
Perſons in Queſtion have often preferred to it; and 
it is not ſo obſcure, as to leave a candid Reader in ſuch 
a Caſe capable of imagining, it teaches, or requires, 
any Thing abſurd. | 


As for the ſuppoſed Virtues of ſome who know the 
Goſpel and rye it, J fear, Sir, when they come 
to be tried by the great Standard of true Excellence 
in Character, they will be found exceedingly defi- 
cient. Virtue is a Word of a very dubious Signi- 
fication ; and, as it is generally uſed, that Man is 
denominated virtuous, who is temperate, juſt, and 
humane in his Conduct, be he ever ſo deſtitute of Reli- 
gion. Now with Regard to ſuch Perſons it is evi- 
dent, that a wife and righteous Gop will never 
treat them, as if they had been debauched, wyuſt, 
and inbumane. Nevertheleſs, it ſuch as theſe live 
without GOD in the World; if they caſt off Fear, and 
reſtrain Prayer before 60D; if (which the very Fact 
of their rejecting Chriſtianity proves,) they will not 
ſet themſelves to enquire diligently and impartially 
into the Intimations of the Divine Will; if they 
are unbumbled before Gop for the various Tranſ- 
greſſions of their Lives, and fo proudly conceited of 
their own Reaſonings, that they will ſet their pre- 
conceived Opinions on particular Subjects againſt all 
the Weight of [ternal and External Evidence attend- 
ing the Chriſtian Revelation, when contradicting 
thoſe Opinions; I cannot ſee on what Ground they 
can complain, if they be finally treated as Perſons, 
who, while they have reverenced Men, have forgot- 
ten GOD: Nor can it be imagined, that, under 
the Load of ſo much Guilt, they will have any 
Claim to future Rewards, merely becauſe they have 


had Senſe and good Nature enough, to judge rightly 
47 | ; | os | CON- 


What Deifts may Wn a bopeful Way. 45 


concerning what would generally be the beft Inte- 
reſts and Emjoyments of Human Life, even if there 
were no Deity; and fo have choſen to live lite Men 
rather than Brutes, ſo far as Sobrieſy and mutual 
Kindneſs alone were in Queſtion, 
Had the % of Men a ſuitable and continual 
Senſe of the Majeſty and Purity of the Divine Na- 
ture, and of that Love, Duty, and Zeal, which a 
reaſonable Creature owes to its Creator, they would, 
with all their humane and ſocial Virtues about them, 
fall down into the Duſt before Gop, and fay, En- 
ter not into Fudgment with thy Servants, for in thy Sight 
ſhall no Man living be juſtified! and they would feel 
a Load of Guilt preſſing on their Conſciences, and 
engaging them moſt attentively to liſten to a Scheme 
by which free and full Pardon might be expected, in 
a Way moſt honourable to the Rights of the Divine 
Government. And if no Admonitions can bring 
thoſe who are now inſenfible to ſuch a Temper, we 
can only lament, that their Conviction is delayed to 
ſo late, and probably to ſo fatal a Day. 


But if there be any where in a Chriſtian and 
Protęſtant Nation, a Man not yet thoroughly convinced 
of Chriſtianity, who, on the Principles of Natural Re- 
ligion, reverences and loves the great Autbor of his 
Being; who pours out his Soul before him in the 
mom of private and publick Devotion; who 

mbly traces every Intimation of his Will which 
he has — received, that he may yield a con- 
ſtant and uniform Obedience to it z and ſeeks Illu- 
mination from the great Father of Lights for the 
farther Diſcovery of it: If there be a Perſon, who 
tho* yet in the _—_ of Heftation concerning the 
Divine Authority of the ' Scriptures, will diligently 
ſearch them, not with à View to cavil and object, 
172 honeſtly to fee What is the Genius and De- 


ſign 


® Pfal, cxliui, 2; 


46 Chriſtianity tende make Men better. 
ſign of them, and will alſo read and conſult the 
ableſt Defenders of Chriſtianity, in order. to gain a 
fuller Information in its Evidence; I will venture to 
Badem f that ſuch a Man is not far from the 
ngdom of GOD, and doubt not, but that accord- 
ing to the Declaration of our faithſul Saviour, he 
will ere long know that the Doctrine is of GOD. I 
cannot believe, that ſuch a one ever died an Infidel ; 
© becauſe I have abundantly ſtronger Evidence that 
Chriſtianity is true, than I have of the Virtue of any one 
who died denying it. But you well know, Sir, that 
the Generality of our Deiſts are quite out of the 
preſent Queſtion, being maſ of them ſuch as a Ro- 
man Cenſor would not have borne in any of the 
Higheſt Ranks of heir Citizens, how eagerly ſoever 
any may plead for their Admiſſion into the New 
Jeruſalem, the Preſence of Gop, and the Manſions 
of the Bleſſed. 

Nevertheleſs it is poſſible ſome may object, with 
Regard to the Perſon, whom we deſcribed above, 
as making ſo hopeful a Progreſs towards embracing the 
Goſpel, what will he be the better after all, when it is 
embraced? What can the ſingle Circumſtance of be- 
lieving Chriſtianity to be true, effect towards recom- 
mending a Man to the Divine Favour, who is al- 
ready ſuppoſed not only temperate, juſt, and benevo- 
lent, 1 7 8 too? This & a Queſtion which I 
have ſometimes heard advanced, tho* I do not fe- 
collect that you mention it; but 'L wonder it ſhould 
enter intoany Mind, who knows what the Faith which 
conſtitutes a Man 4 rea] Chriſtian is, according to the 
Account given of it above, agreeable tothe whole Te- 
nour of the New Teſtament: And by the Way, had you, 
Sir, conſidered that, you PI: have found. very 
little Room to triumph (as you do 10. in our 
being obliged to pray. for its; Increaſe. Were it 
N 4 * ent, your Arguments P. — 


* John vil, 17. 


What is the Nature of the Faith it requires. 47 
Head would be as concluſive, as they are foreign 
to the Scripiure Idea of it; which is @ cordial and 
praclical Acquieſcence in the Scheme of Salvation by Chriſt. 
This, Sir, evidently includes in it a becoming Af 
fection towards tbe' Son of GOD, that illuſtrious Per- 
* fon, whom, venerable and amiable as he 1s, every 
Infidel muſt neceſſarily neg/e#?, and to whom when 
once revealed, Gop may moſt reaſonably” require 
expreſs Homage, Duty, and Subjeftion, on Pain of 
his higheſt Diſpleaſure. Faith allo, in this View of 
it, will be the Foundation of ſuch deep Humiliation 
before Gop, of Tuch ardent Love to him, and 
does, in one Word, fo illuftriouſly ennoble, and 
improve, all'the other Branches of a lovely and vir- 
-tuons Diſpoſition; that ſurely no one, who has either 
felt its Power, or even ſtudied its Nature and ge- 
nuine Influence, can long doubt to what Purpoſe 
it is demanded and inſiſted upon. And he that 
has obſerved the Effects it has produced, and the 
illuſtrious as well as numerous Victories it has gained 
over the Worid, beyond what any other Principle 
could ever obtain, will be unable to depreciate it, 
without greatly debaſing the Nature and Extent 
of that Moral Virtue, which he pretends to exalt in 
Preference to it; as I think it were eaſy to ſhew 
at large, if the Compaſs -of this Letter yen 
admit W's 21] 


And thus, Sir, I have given you my deliberate 
Thoughts on the Reaſonableneſs, Juſtice, and Neceſſity 
of the awful Sentence which the Goſpel paſſes on thoſe 
who reject it; and whether it may move you to 
Gratitude, to Anger, or to Scorn, I cannot diſmiſs 
the Subject without ſolemnly and earneſtly intreat- 
ing you, ſeriouſly to reflect upon it, as your own 
Concern, and to aſk yourſelf, as an Immortal Crea- 
ture ſhortly to appear at the Tribunal of Gop, whe- 


ther you have not Reaſon to n Jour ſelf * 


48 Rfleckimn on this Part of the Debate: N 


bim in the Review of this, when compared - with 
the Manner in which you have — talk an 
this tremendous Subjeft? Your Heart may perhaps 
be leſs impreſſible 3 but I am ſure that for my own 
Part, were I to think, I will not ſay as an humble 
Chriſtian, but as a ſober and religious Dei in Cha- 
racter ought, if Chriſtianity had never been heard 
of, I would not for the whole World preſume to 
fay, as you have in Efe# frequently done, that 
„ an Infinitely Wiſe Gop could not give a Reve- 
« lation attended with ſuch rational Evidence, as 
„ ſhould render every Man to whom it came, 
« juſtly obnoxious to bigh Penalties for rejetiing 
« i.” Nay I think, it would fill me with Aſto- 
niſhment and Grief, that a mortal Man ſhould be 
found, arrogant and petulant enough, to limit the 
Majeſty of Heaven, by ſuch an Aſſertion; and to 
declare in expreſs Words, 4 Diſdain at the Mention 
of his Lifted Rod, when beld out over thoſe who 
ſhould deſpiſe his appointed Method of Pardon and 
Salvation. May the Hour never come, when this 
ill. judged Bravery ſhall be lamented amidſt inconſo- 
lable Horrors! 2 | 


- » Aﬀter ſo copious an Examination of this impor- 
tant Queſtion, in which I have Jaboured to give 
you, and my other Readers, all the Satisfaction 
could, I have not left myſelf Room to mention 
many other Things in your Eſſay; which- might ad- 
mit and require Animadverſion, Of thoſe yet re- 
maining unhandled, your Account of the Agency 
and of the Divine Spirit ſeems the moſt conſi- 
derable. I leave my Reader to conſult it for him 
ſelf, as it ſtands in your 36th and following Pages: 
In which he will find a Mixture of Truth and Falſe 
ond ſo. blended together, as on the whole to a- 
| 2 N. B. I here ſuppoſe extraordinary Caſer allowed for, as 


What ir aduanced in the Third General. 49 


mount to a Scheme apparently con to Fa; 
and in Theory fo wild, that b will — thre} it eaſy 
to believe, it could de ſeriouſly propoſed by any who 
enjoyed the Uſe of his Regſen; or that you in par- 
ticular meant any Thing by it, unleſs it were to 
expoſe Chriſtianity, by repreſenting this as 1ts , 
and 1 its grand Foundation. 

Tou muſt at leaſt, Sir, add the nden of your - 
Name to your Pamphlet, before you will be vids 
ſeriouſly to teach, (as in pag. 59.) that every baptized 
& Perſon is inſpired in a Moment with an irre/tible 
* Light from Heaven,” which yet, according to your 
63d Page, may be reſiſted, and thereby make Infide- 
lity' criminal; a2 Light, by which our Faith is 
< compleated in an Inſtant, the moſt perfect and 
« finiſhed Creed produced at once, and made /elf- 
e evident to the Mind in which it is lodged, in a 
« Way perhaps little differing from Intuition itſelf; 
« auch Characters being ſtamped upon the Heart, 
<, as wo Miſrepreſentations can ever poſſibly intervene - 
eto corrupt, 10 ſucceeding Suggeſtions of a different 

Style, to diſpute the Preference, or ſhake its 
Authority in the Mind.” In one Word, © we 

te are“ in Conſequence of this Extraordinary Opera- 
tion, (if we are to take the Matter as you repreſent 
N,) „ brought under a Monitor and Guardian, 
* which does not leave us for one Moment liable 
to a Poſſibility of Error and Impoſition.”? Theſe, 
Sir, are your own Words, and if any Reader, 
to whom I am perſonally a Stranger, ſhould queſ- 
—_ whether any Thing /o abfurd as the laſt Clauſe 
any where in the World to be found, your 601 
Pore —— convince him ho- faithfully they arg 
tranſcribed. 0 

1 apprehend; perhaps — you, that merely to 

je this: Notion, is to confute it, However for 
the Credit of the Chrifian World, T am glad to 
lay, it is 10 very common one, and may, for any 


J 


50 Confideration of this waved ſor the preſent. 


Thing I at preſent know, be quite peculiar , what« 
ever unguarded Approaches tome 
made towards it, or whatever Airs of Infalltbility 
they may have aſſumed, which, to do you Juſtice, 
I cannot but imagine, you meant by all bis Gal- 
limatia to expoſe. It would be an eaſy Matter to 
vindicate the Scriptures, which you have preſſed 
in to ſupport this ſtrange Repreſentation ; but 
every good Commentary upon them may furniſh the 
Reader with an Antidote againſt ſuch an Interpre- 


tation, if his own Reflections do not (as might rea- 


ſonably be expected, ) immediately ſuperſede the 
Neceſſity of having Recourſe to any Commentary 
at all. I ſhall not therefore at preſent purſue the 
Matter any farther ; but leave you to be confuted, 
I will not ſay by every rational Chriftian Writer on 
this Subject, but even by every Error which any 
good! Chriſtian has fallen into, on this Head, or on 
any other; for every ſuch Error as effectually confutes 
this Notion, as a thouſand Volumes of the Strict- 
eſt Argument could do it. 1 1 | | 
Nevertheleſs, Sir, if you ſtill continue to u 
the Matter, and the Publick ſeem deſirous of it, I 
may perhaps take this your Third General under as 
particular a Conſideration, as your Two former. 
In the mean time, I am well fatisfied, that none 
who knows me will imagine, that 1 have declined 
the Taſk from any Suſpicions which I entertain con- 
cerning the Reality or Importance of the Operations 
of the Bleſſed Spirit on the Mind, to enlighten and 
renew, to ſanctify and ſtrengthen, to chear and to 
guide the Children of GOD, and the Heirs of Glory. 
J am! continually bearing my. Teſtimony to this great 
and weighty Truth in my Sermons and Writings z as 
| can never expect, that any Courſe of Preaching or 
Writing ſhould be uſeful tothe Souls of Men, in 
which ſo glorious a Doctrine e | Chriſtianity is either 
denied or omitted. f 3; The x N | 


[ | There 


good Men may have 


* 


Other Parts of the Letter acgiuzeſced in. 51 
There are many other Particulars in your Letter, 
about which I ſhall have - no Controverſy with you 
at all, but ſhall willingly leave hoſe Deities to plead, 
whoſe Altars you baue caſt down. The Imputation 
of the Faith of Sureties to the baptized Infant; — the 


neceſſary Connection between the Adminiſtration of 


that Rite, and the Communication of ſome extraor- 
dinary Influences of the Spirit; — the Power of the Ma- 
giſtrate to determine Articles of Faith, and to im- 
poſe Forms of Worſhip by ſanguinary Laws, or Laws 
in any lower Degree penal ;— the compelling young 
Perſens to declare their Sentiments on ſome of the 
niceſt Theological Controverſies, beſore they can be 
ſuppoſed at all to have examined them, —and 
frowning ſeverely upon them, as ſoon as they appear 
to ſuſpefF, what they never had any convincing Evi- 

e to engage them to believe: Theſe, and ſome 
other Particulars (which lie between the 95h and 
101# Page of your Book,) I confeſs you have rallied 
with a juſt Severity. And I am particularly pleaſed 
with the ſerious Air with which the Raillery on 
theſe Heads is carried, even to the Defence of Fire 
and Faggot in the Cauſe of Religion; from which 
I preſume, Sir, you apprehend yourſelf to be in 
no Danger. It will, no Doubt, be of Service to 
thoſe Readers, who, without ſuch a Key, might, 
in the Simplicity of their Hearts, have been led 
into a wrong Judgment of your Views, from thoſe 
Airs of Devotion and Orthodoxy, which you aſſume 


in other Paſſages, 


A Deſign to overthrow Natural Religion, as well 
as Revealed; to confound the Nature of Virtue and 
Vice, and ſubvert, ſo far as a Mortal can do it, 
the Throne of GOD among Men ; to deſtroy all the 
Foundations of Truth, Fuſtice, and Benevolence, which 


ariſe from a Perſwaſion of his Divine Preſence and 
2 G 2 Provi- 


52 The Tendency of the, Author's Principles 
Providence, leaving us to all the Abſurdities, the 
Temptations, and Miſexies of Atheiſm; is fo black, 
and fo horrid an Enormity, that I would by no means 
charge it, by any Train of Conſequences, even on 
a Nameleſs Author. And indeed I will not allow 
myſelf ſo much as to think, that you were capable 
of ſetting yourſelf about it, as our Law expreſſes it 
in Matters of much lefs Importance, knowingly and 
with Malice forethought. Charity teaches me rather 
to hope, that it was in mere Sport, and Wanton- 
neſs of Heart, you have thrown about theſe Fire- 
brands, Arrows, and Death.” But what the Sport has 
been, the Weapons themſelves ſhall ſhew: And 
whatever you meant, I think it my Duty, before 
I conclude, to ſhew, that you have in Fact laid 
dhe Foundation of the Temple of Confuſſon, (it I may 
be allowed the Expreſſion,) and pointed out the 
Way to the utter Deſtruction of Religion, in every 
Form, and in every Degree. I hope therefore, 
Sir, that how ungrateful ſoever the Subject may be, 
you will give me a patient Hearing, while I ſpend 
a few Moments in the Illuſtration of it; partly 
leſt ſome unthinking People, dazzled by the Sopbi/- 
try of your boaſted Arguments ſhould implicitely 
follow you, not knowing whither they go; and partly, 
as I inſinuated in the Entrance of my former Letter, 
that Iapprehended your Pamphlet had ſuch a Tendency 3 
for I ſhould think I acted unworthy my Character 
as a Chriſtian and a Divine, if I left ſuch an Inſinu- 
ation entirely unſupported. And indeed, Sir, if 
— Pamphlet has thoſe Views, which (ſo far as I can 
earn) are univerſally imputed to it, I ſhonkd hope 
nothing might be more likely to convince you of 
the Weakneſs ef thoſe Arguments, by which you at- 
tempt to ſhake the Foundation of Chrifianity, than 
to ſhew you, that if they prove any Thing, they prove 
z great Deal too much; prove, what I hope 42 
EI. 8 wou 


Prov. xxvi. 18, 19. 
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to overthrow Natural Religion. 53 


would abhor, as infinitely the moſt pernicious of 


In order, if poſſible, to make you ſenſible of 


this; give me Leave to ſuppoſe an Atheiſt, or if 


that be too great a Monſter to be ſuppoſed, à Scep- 
tick, who has, and will have, no fixed Sentiments 
in Religion of any Kind, addreſſing himſelf to you, 
or to ſome Patron of Natural Religion, on your own 
Principles, and in many of your own Words, to ſome 
ſuch Purpoſe as this. | 

elt is a moſt adfurd Thing, ſo much as to pre- 
% tend to offer any Defence of Religion, ſo far as 
„even to argue the Exiſtence of 4 Deity from the 
« Works of Nature, or to go about to prove that 
„ we he under any Obligations to Sobriety, Ho- 
& nefty, or mutual Kindneſs, If ſuch Difputes as 
„ theſe be allowed, there is no enſuring Convittion. 
(Pag. 5.) If the Motiues, even to theſe Virtues, 
may be examined and conſidered, they may be 
% znnocently rejected to; for who ſhall aſcertain the 
„Moment when I am to become virtuous, if I am 
% allowed to examine why I am to be ſo? (Pag. 93.) 
56 Your boaſted rational Evidence of theſe Things is 
* a falſe unwarranted Notion, without the leaſt 
Ground to ſupport it in Nature. (Pag. 7.) You 
«© 'fay, all Men are to think alike upon theſe To- 
picks; all to acknowledge, there is an Original, 
Intellectual Being, endowed with all Natural and 
„Moral Perfections, and that all the Rules of 
«© Virtue and Duty are to be inviolably obſerved : 
„But how ſhould theſe Reaſons of yours, what- 
ever they are, and which therefore I will not 
„ condeſcend ſo much as to hear, produce this 
«© Unity of Opinion in theſe important Articles? I 
% diſdain to beſtow a ſecond Thought on ſo prepo/- 
% feruus a Scheme. (Pag. 8.) Tell me not, that by 
neglecting to enquire into the Exiſtence of a GOD, 
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54 How an Atheiſt or Sceptick might argue 

«© and thereby running into an utter Diſregard to 
<«< all that Gratitude, Veneration, and Obedience, 
„ which, you fay, I owe him, I may incur his 
«© Diſpleaſure z or that by refuſing to enquire into 
e the Nature and Obligations of Virtue, I may 
< incur a thouſand other Inconveniences :—I can- 
«© not have Patience to be 7threatned into Conſe- 
«© quences, to be talked to of Danger in Deciſions, 
«© and to have the Rod held out with the Leſſon. 
( id.) It is impoſſible, there ſhould be any ſuch 
«© Thing as rational Religion; for if it be neceſſary at 
all, it muſt be equally neceſſary for all Men, and 
« at all Times. Children muſt love and fear the 
«© Deity, before they could know any Thing of 
% him; and their Knowledge, if built upon ſuch 
„Principles as theſe you offer me, would come 
« quite 00 late to regulate the Practice. (Pag. 13.) 
« You ſay, you find Religion reaſonable in Speculation ; 
„ but I tel} you, in your own Words, that is no- 
<< thing to the Purpoſe : The Queſtion is, Whether I, 
4 and every Man, be bound to believe it? (Pag. 18.) 
« And who can imagine this, who conſiders how 
“ few Men are qualified for Reaſoning ; (Pag. 17.) and 
« how poſlible it is, that if the Examination of 
„ theſe Things were to be attempted, a Man 
„ might not ive long enough to go thro with the 
Prof? (Ibid.) What if it be indeed fo, that the 
_ «© PerfeCtions of the Deity, and the Obligations of 
« Virtue, may be rationally demonſtrated ; yet you 
« know, the Generality of Apprebenfions extend not 
„ beyond a Simple Propefition, and are thrown out 
at once at the very Mention of a Medium: (161d: ) 
«<. Nay the very able and beſt of Men are (as you 
„have taught me, ) diſqualified for fair. Reaſoning, 
« by their Natural Prejudices. We Atheiſts have 
«contracted a Partiality for particular Objects and 
_ «. Notions, familiarized to us by long Acquaintance : 
An honeſt and natural Fondneſs for Hobbes, and 
3 | — . 


againſt all Religion on theſe Principles. 5 5 
% Spinoza, and the reſt of our old Friends, will 
«© never permit us to exert our Judgments in a 
« difentereſted Manner ; not to fay, how many 
of the Ling may be concerned in the Event. 
Gag. 23.Y" 
„„ Beſides,” might your Acbeiſtical or Sceptical 
Diſciple ſay, ** it is an immenſe Taſk you would aſſign 
<« me, @ Taſk for which Tears will not ſuffice, to 
* run thro? all the Acute and Metaphyfical Writers, 
% Maſters in Iſrael, who have each of them had 
<< their darling Argument, and have many of them 
<< perhaps written whole Falio's to illuſtrate it. Or 
if you would lead me to quit the high priori Road, 
„(without examining which, it is nevertheleſs 
<« plain, that I can have no full Idea of the Subject, 
«© and would argue from Second Cauſes and the Harmony 
« of Nature, how can I judge of this without un- 
««. derſtanding the Laws of Nature? and how can 
I attain the Knowledge of thoſe Laws, but by a 
deep and long Attention to Mathematical Studies? 
« As I muſt take the Faith of a Deity in the Way 
<<. to compleat Virtue, according to your circular Ar- 
« pument, that be who comes to GOD, muſt believe 
« that be is; (Pag. 78.) ſo I mult alſo take Sir Jſaac 
« Newton's Principia, after a great many other pre- 
<< paratory Books, in the Way to that Faith. And 
„ however the Gentlemen of the Boylean Lecture, 
* on whom you ſo pleaſantly exerciſe your Talent 
of Raillery, may confine their Hearers to ex- 
« amine only into the Evidence on one Side of 
« the Queſtion; I hope you, Sir, will give me 
© Leave to hear, what my Brethren, the Atheiſts 
* and Fatalits, have ſaid to deſtroy Religion, as well 
«©. as what its Fetaries have ſaid in its Defence.“ 
Now, may he proceed to ſay, if by ſome 
« happy Conjunction of Circumſtances, I have 
« Genius and Learning, and Reſolution, and Lei- 
«ſure, and Fortune enough, to go thro? this 
* | Eng- 


$6 Such Arguments as theſs muſt be anſwered 


4 Encyclopedia of Ethical and Phyfico-Theological Sti 
dies, it is not the Happineſs of one in a thon- 
« fund; 50 yet according to you, Natural Religion 
« and Morality are Matters of univerſal Contern, 
c And which is worſt of all, when I have finiſhed 
« this Courſe, in ſome future diſtant Period of Life, 
« if I happen to attain it, the Event of this Eus- 
<< mination is quite unceriain; Perhaps all my La- 
« bour maybe loſt, and I may find m elf obliged to 
e ſit down in my preſent Infidelity y ör if I attain to 
« any Notions of theſe Things, they m ” — 
« changeable with every Wind of Doctrine. (Pag. 
* Nay, if 1 continue to believe, my Faith will Kadim 
, niſter no Comfort in the Reflection; for I ſhall contĩ- 
4 nually forget the Fundamental Principles, on 
which I have formed my Determination; (Pag. 
29.) and even while I remember them, my Faith 
ill never influence my Practice. (Pap. 13.) You,” 
may this i importunate Echo of your Philoſophy and 
Wiſdom retort, you, who have ſtudied what 
«© Firjue is, t tell me it will require me to my 
% Appetites, and to bridle my Paſſions : But what 
« will all theſe Principles (even the rational Appre- 
* henſions of the Preſence of Gop himſelf, a View 
< to his Favour, and the Expectation of Immor- 
. << -rality) do, when weighed in the Scale againſt 
«© Demonſtrative Good, (Pag. 32.) i. e. the Pleaſures 
= f Senſe, and the Ties of EA Intereſt ? The 
« moſt valuable Reverfion is but of ſmall Regard, 
* when compared with that which is aually before 
* 45, To what purpoſe then ſhould I laviſh away 
my Time, my Labour, and my Subſtance, to 
<< build a Veſſel, which, even while you offer me 
che Plan of it, you tell me will founder in the 
* firſt Storm, if it be not faved by Miracle © | 


© And" now, Sir, ariſe and plead the injired 
Taye, of GOD aid of Virtue, againſt all this TR” 
o 


Buy the Principles before laid down. 57 
of wretched Siphiftryz and I will venture to ſay, 
that the Arguments, and the Diſtinctions, by which 
vou confute the Atbeift, ſhall be your own Anſtwer. 

ou would not, for Shame, acknowledge that he 
; reaſoned juſtly, in a Speech like bis, which I, or 
rather yourſelf, have put into his Mouth. You 
would not urge him, to throw up all Thoughts of 
the Reaſons and Evidences of Natural Religion, and 
to wait till he be inſpired in a Moment with an 
& irreſiſtible, Light from Heaven, by which his Faith 
*© ſhould be compleated in an Inſtant, a perfect 
Creed produced at once, and made ſelf-evident to 

the Mind, in a Way little different from Intui- 
tion.“ (Pag. 59.) I charitably believe, you would 
think the Subject 700 ſerious for ſuch Kind of Jargon, 
and forgetting your Harangue to your Oxonian Friend, 
you would gravely inculcate very different Princi- 
Pes. | | 
Lou would, no Doubt, ſhew your Antagonit, 
that he talked in a very crude and indigeſted Man- 
ner, and confounded Things, which ſhould by all Means 
be carefully diſtinguiſbed, and indeed are very eaſily 
diſtinguiſhable. — You would then to be ſure own, 
and urge, that all Mankind are capable of ſome 
Reaſoning, unleſs they be Lunaticks or Ideots, who 
are confeſſedly out of the preſent Queſtion ; and 
that the great Proofs of Religion are ſo plain, that 
a few Words, and a little: Time and Labour, may clear 
them beyond all reaſonable Objefions. Lou would 
remind him, that common Senſe might teach him in 
general ro diſtinguiſh between what is , eſſential, and 
what is merely circumſtantial in an Argument, and 
might find out a Medium between. being exquiſitely 
learned in the Hiſtory of Controverfies relating to 
the Deity, and utterly, unacquainted with any Rea- 
fon for believing bis Exiſtence. You would tell him, 
that the great Auibor of Nature, having given him ſome 
Hints of his Being and Perfettions, (which the very 
91 | H queſtion- 


58 The Anſwer to them will confute the Author. 
queſtioning of them, or even the Denial, would 


rove he in Fact had,) might juſtly require, that 
he ſhould ſeriouſly and candidly weigh at leaſt the 


moſt obvious Proofs ; which if he did; he would 


undoubtedly ſee bis Obligations to believe and proce 


tiſe accordingly. And when he urged the Hef. 
cacy of theſe Perſwaſions to influence his Practice, you 


would perhaps add, before you were well aware,—. 


that if a rational Creature could commit fuch an Out- 
rage upon Reaſon, as to ruſh on to probibited Grati- 
fications, in the apprehended Preſence of Gop, 
and at the known Expence of his Favour, he muſt 
charge the fatal Conſequence on himſelf alone; and 


might in the mean Time bejaſhamed to confeſs himſelf 


fo mean a Slave to every irregular Propenſity of Ap- 


petite and Paſſion, and to talk of the Demonſtrative 


Good of thoſe Baits, which he knew 'in his own 


Conſcience to be the In/iruments of final Deſtru#tion. 
In ſhort, Sir, not to ſwell this Recapitulalion, in- 


to which J am thus accidentally fallen, to the Length 
that you have yourſelf given, (Pag. 109,—111 J 


J think you muſt anſwer him by the very ſame Conſi- 
derations, which I urged in my former Letter, when 
replying to you, and by Conſequence muſt confute 
yourſelf, And as one who knows the Importance of 


the Matter, and wiſhes nothing more ſincerely than 


to ſee you extricated from theſe Labyrintbs of So- 
phiſtry and Error, I do now beſeech you, that you 
would enter into your own Conſcience, while the 
Matter ſtands in this Point of Light, and aſk your- 
felf, how you could poſſibly on your own Principles 
reply to this Enemy of Natural Religion? I dare ſay, 
the *Publick would be pleaſed to = 4 how you would 
manage the Debate. But if you could not defend 
even Natural Religion without confuting yourſelf, then 
conſider how you will anſwer it to Gop and to the 


World, not openly to renounee Tenets that muſt be 


o ureerly ſubverſive of it. 1 
b You 
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Remark on the Author's concludi ng Prayer. 59 


You are pleaſed, Sir, in one of your conclud- 


ing Pages, (pag. 112.) to intimate your Purpoſe of 


offering up in Behalf of your young Friend“ your 
«© moſt ardent Prayers at the Throne of Grace, 
ce that Gop would illuminate and irradiate his 


% Mind with a perfect and thorough Conviction 
* ofthe Truth of his hy Goſpel.” But if the End of 
your Letter be indeed, what I find every Body I 


converſe with ſuppoſes it was, to overthrow what 
you here call the hey Goſpel,”” and preſently after, 
« that Divine Law diftated by the hoh) Spirit; I 
cannot forbear ſaying, that ſuch a Speech as this 
would become an Atbei much better than a Deſt. 
It is, in that Caſe, ſo notorious an Inſult on the 
Majeſty of Gop, and the Throne of his Grace, as 
one would imagine no Creature ſhould dare to 
commit, who apprehended but a remote Poſſibility 
that he might ac length be obliged to proſtrate him- 
ſelf before it, and aſk the Life of his Soul there. 
It would pain my Heart ſo much, to think you 
ſhould be capable of carrying Impiety to ſuch a 


Height, that I am ſometimes ready rather to forget 


all that looks like Infidelity and Profaneneſs in what 
you had before written, and charitably*to hope, tho? 
againſt Hape, and tho? it be perhaps at ſome Expence 
of my Character that I ſhould mention it, that you 


are indeed a devout, tho* irrational, Believer of the 


Goſpel, and that your Treatiſe is to be numbred a- 
mongſt the Wonders which Entbyfa/m has wrought. 
But whether you wrote this Paſſage in Earneſt or in 
Jen, it is with all Seriouſneſs I now aſſure you, that 

Fog out my ardent Prayers before the Throne 
of Grace for you; that by the ſecret Influences of 


the Bleſſed Spirit on your Heart, (to whoſe Agency 


no Prejudices are invincible) you may be led into a 
wiſer and a happier Way of Thinking than you ſeem 
at preſent to entertain; and that Gop may not 

os charge 
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charge to your Account the Ruin of thoſe Souls, whom 
this unhappy. Pampblet, whatever was intended by 
it, has ſo palpable and ſo fatal a Tendency to de- 
ſtroy, Could what I have written, in either of theſe 
Letters, be at all ſubſervient to the Accompliſh- - 
ment of this Wiſh, it would be one of the moſt 
Tenſible Pleaſures which can ever reach the Heart of, 


1 


. 


Your faithful bumble Servant; 


Northampton, 


Dec. 1. 1742. P. Dopp RID G E. 
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POSTSCRIPT, 

It was not till I had ended this Second Let- 
ter, that I heard of the Anſwer you have re- 
ceived from, a young Gentleman at Oxford. I have 
not yet been able to get a Sight of it; but if, as 
may very probably be the Caſe, we have both 
fallen on many of the ſame Things, (as ſeveral of the 

Particulars I have advanced are obvious to every 
attentive Reader,) I conclude there muſt neverthe- 
leſs be ſomething peculiar in each; and it is very pro- 
bable alſo, that our Letters may fall into different 
Hands. Had I met with any ſatisfactory Anſwer 

before, I ſhould not have engaged in the Contro- 
verſy ; but as it is, I ſhall think my Pains well re- 
quited, if you, Sir, or the Publick may receive any 
Benefit from what I have written. 17 
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